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City Hall (770) 451-8745 
Police Dept.  (770) 455-1000 
Emergency 911 
Code Compliance (678) 530-
2006 
Jail (770) 455-1716 
Fire Dept. 911 
Parks/Recreation Dept. 
(770) 936-3850 
Library (770) 936-3852 
Public Works (770) 936-3855 
Courthouse  (770) 455-1001 

New downtown Doraville city 
center concept unveiled  

(Continued on Page 2) 

 

For years, residents have expressed a 
desire to have an attractive urbanized 
city center that would create a ―sense 
of place‖ and give a unique identity to 
―downtown‖ Doraville. In response to 
these requests, many comprehensive 
studies have been conducted over the 
past decade that are now providing the 
foundation for a city center concept 
that could transform Doraville‘s current 
suburban strip environment into an 
urban pedestrian-oriented village. This 
concept was introduced at a recent City 
Council meeting as the first step in 
turning the idea into a reality. 
―Today, we are facing new develop-
ment opportunities, such as Assembly 
and Nexus, that will transform the city 
in the coming years,‖ says Enrique 
Bascuñana, Doraville Community De-
velopment Director. ―We currently 
have no ‗there‘ there as far as a down-
town Doraville and now is the time to 
be bold and embrace change.‖ 
The concept for a new city center or 
―civic campus‖ has been derived from 
the results of in-depth studies including 
a 2005-2025 Comprehensive Plan, 
2005 Doraville Town Center Master 
Plan Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) 
and the 2010 Downtown Doraville 
Master Plan. Along the way, these 
plans have all incorporated results of 
additional studies including a Short 
Term Work Program, Urban Redevel-

opment Plan, Active Living Initiative 
Plan, a newly approved Tax Allocation 
District (TAD) for Assembly and a Com-
prehensive Parks & Recreation Master 
plan that is pending adoption. 
―All of these studies have embraced key 
components of urban design, zoning/land 
use, transportation, parking and green-
space,‖ adds Bascuñana. ―Among the 
common recommendations from these 
plans are key elements such as city gate-
way opportunities; active ground floor 



 

From the City Manager’s 
Desk 

By Dr. Shawn Gillen 

2                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Doraville Insight, Winter 2015-16                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Onward and Upward! 
     By Doraville Mayor Donna Pittman 

Insight is published quarterly for the citizens of Doraville.  We appreciate and welcome 
your input. Please contact Bob Kelley, Doraville Public Information Officer, email: rob-
ert.kelley@doravillega.us.  

My message to Doraville citizens for this issue of Insight is a brief and 
sincere one: to our many diverse communities, whatever holiday you 
celebrated, I hope you had a very merry and safe holiday season and 
offer all of my best wishes for a safe, happy and prosperous 2016. 
We are experiencing exciting changes throughout Doraville and 2016 
will mark the beginning of a new chapter in the history of our city. As 
these changes are proposed, approved and initiated, I would appreciate 
input from all residents, providing us with what your vision of the city 
is and suggestions on how we can make it even better. 
Thank you to all residents for your support in sharing the exciting times 
to come in 2016 and beyond. 

Season‘s Greetings from the City of Doraville. We hope everyone has had a 
wonderful holiday.  Thank you for taking the time to read this issue of Insight.  
We are very excited about all of the great things going on in the city. 
In this issue, you will learn about our new leaf vacuum truck and our ongoing 
efforts to repave the streets.  We welcome our newest councilmembers Md Naser 
and Shannon Hilliard and I look forward to working with them as we begin to 
make great changes in the city.   
You will also learn about the downtown master plan which takes all of the plan-
ning efforts conducted by the citizens of Doraville over the last several years and 
gets them ready for implementation.  The plan incorporates a new downtown 
Doraville with new buildings to house the Police, Court, Library, Civic Center, 
and City Hall.  The plan also restores Flowers Park in the center of downtown to 
make a beautiful civic green space that will create a sense of place in downtown.  
This effort, combined with the redevelopment of the Assembly site, will be a true 
renaissance for Doraville.    
I wish you best wishes for the coming new year and look forward to hearing 
from all of you about the great things happening in Doraville. 

uses adjacent to sidewalks; wider side-
walks lined with street lights and  
trees; and the use of high quality 
building materials. In terms of zoning, 
recommendations included promotion 
of higher density mixed-use, transit-
oriented development, and utilizing 
ground floor storefront retail along 
key corridors.‖ 
As the conceptual master plan on Page 
1 shows, a proposed new civic campus 
would entail moving City Hall, the 
Civic Center,  Doraville Library the 
Courthouse and the Police Department 
up to where the area where Salvation 
Army is currently housed. The govern-
ment buildings would be consolidated 
into a smaller parcel at one of the 
highest points in the city, creating re-
development and greenspace opportu-
nities on properties where these facili-
ties are currently located.  
Following the natural contour of the 
land flowing toward the municipal 
swimming pool would be a sprawling 
expanse of park space that would re-
store parkland to the area once known 
as Flowers Park, providing magnifi-
cent line-of-sight vistas. 
Anchoring the four main corners of 
the downtown complex would be six-
story mixed-use buildings with retail 
and restaurants occupying the bottom 
floors with pedestrian street access 
and residential living and/or office 
space on the upper floors. 
This is just a capsulized version of the 
proposed plan that offers a palette of 
possibilities for city facilities and new 
development opportunities in down-
town Doraville. In the coming weeks 
and months ahead, town hall meetings 
and other communication opportuni-
ties will be held for residents to pro-
vide input. 
Additional information about this ex-
citing project can be found on the 
city‘s web page at: 
http://www.doravillega.us/planning-
documents/  

New Doraville  
city center 
plans unveiled  

(Continued from Page 1) 



 

The best way to play an active role in 
how your city operates is to attend and 
participate in regularly scheduled city 
government meetings and social 
events. The public is welcome at all 
meetings/events listed below. 

 City Council meetings are held the 
first and third Monday each 
month, 6:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

 Doraville Planning Commission 
meetings are held the first 
Wednesday of each month at 6 
p.m. at City Hall. 

 Doraville Downtown Develop-
ment Authority meetings are held 
quarterly at 6 p.m. at City Hall.  
Check the city website for meeting 
dates. 

 Senior Citizens monthly potluck 
luncheon, held the second 
Wednesday of each month at the 
Doraville Civic Center. 
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Marian Liou 
named city’s new 
Public Events Co-
ordinator 

Talk about being in the right place at the 
right time… 
As Doraville sits poised on the edge of 
transformation, Marian Liou, the city‘s 
new special events coordinator, is excit-
ed about the opportunities the future 
holds for the city. She comes into the 
position eager to embrace Doraville‘s 
traditions while also creating and sharing 
new ones with city residents, neighbors, 
local business owners and visitors from 
outside city limits. 
Liou, who is originally from California 
but has lived in Atlanta for nearly 12 
years, comes to the job after being, at 
various times, an attorney, a stay-at-
home parent to two young boys, and, 
most recently, a social entrepreneur fo-
cusing on community development. She 
is involved in her local alumni clubs and 
also serves on the board of a local Asian-
American community organization. Liou 
is a huge fan of Buford Highway and 
aims to tap into Atlanta‘s culinary repu-
tation to promote Doraville as an interna-
tional food lover‘s paradise. On a more 
personal level, as the daughter of Chi-
nese-Taiwanese immigrants (her father 
opened a Chinese restaurant), Liou notes 
that ―Buford Highway consists of a great 
combination of immigrant communities 
full of people trying to pursue better op-
portunities. I identified with that kind of 
drive for success and opportunity.‖ 
Combine that drive for success with a 
healthy dose of curiosity, and one begins 
to see what makes Liou tick. ―I was curi-
ous about what was going to change in 
Doraville over the next 10 years,‖ she 
adds. ―I noticed that sidewalks and 
crosswalks were being installed, and I 
absolutely support these kinds of infra-
structural improvements so that this area 
can become safer, more attractive, and 
more livable.‖ At the same time, through 
her position as Doraville‘s special events 
planner, Liou hopes to create unique, 
memorable events that highlight the 
amazing diversity of the city. 
―I‘m so excited to be working for the 
City of Doraville, working side by side 
with the incredibly talented staff of each 
city department, to make the city an even 

Mayor Donna Pittman, right, and Marian Liou, Doraville’s new Public Events Co-
ordinator, welcome bicycle riders to the inaugural Bikes and Bites event. 

more friendly place for residents and neigh-
bors, creating opportunities for dialogue and 
friendship among its different communi-
ties,‖ adds Liou. ―I would like to help create 
a wider variety of events and activities that 
will draw a larger crowd from these groups 
and beyond city boundaries. 
―The key is to build excitement.  I also hope 
to bring a sense of shared joy through events 
that identify and truly showcase what makes 
Doraville unique and special.  I hope to cre-
ate events that will draw a large audience 
from all of Doraville‘s different communi-
ties and bring people together to celebrate 
this city.‖ 
Liou took the first step in this direction at 
the recent city holiday tree lighting by add-
ing activities, with the indispensable support 
of the Mayor, the Parks and Recreation De-
partment, and the Police Department, such 
as roasting marshmallows in fire pits and 
providing materials for youngsters to make 
their own tree ornaments. Liou hopes to 
show, for example, by including local Do-
raville shops such as Sweet Hut Bakery, 
Xelapan Cafeteria, White Windmill Bakery, 
Krispy Kreme and Buford Highway Farmers 
Market, at events like the tree lighting cere-
mony, that everyone is appreciated and wel-
come in the City of Doraville. 
Liou is looking forward with great excite-
ment to the new year. ―Other new activities 
could include promoting the spirit of walka-
bility in the city,‖ Liou concludes. ―I‘m also 
looking at the prospect for restaurant 
‗crawls,‘ concerts, an international barbecue 

festival and an international film 
festival.‖ She would like everyone to 
know she has an open ear and an 
open door and welcomes all ideas 
and suggestions. Feel free to contact 
her at marian.liou@doravillega.us or 
404-547-1349. 
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Doraville On The Go! 

It was a busy fall with numerous activities taking place around Doraville!  Activities for residents included every-
thing from food trucks to pop rock to book sales as the holidays neared. Clockwise from upper left—Hundreds 
march in the annual Pan-Asian Center Tea Walk down Buford Highway. Theme for this year’s walk was People 
Need People; diners line up for a final meal  at the last Doraville Food Truck Rally for the year. The rallies will 
resume next spring; New City Council members Md Naser and Shannon Hillard are officially sworn in by Do-
raville Municipal Judge Scott Carter as Mayor Pittman watches; an official prepares the finish line for a High-
tower Elementary 5k race; a Community Clean-up Day was hosted by the Doraville Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment at Honeysuckle Park for residents to bring personal business papers to be shredded and large household 
trash to be carried away; Mayor Donna Pittman welcomes visitors to a special free outdoor concert by popular 
Atlanta band, The American Flyers; and students at Oakcliff Elementary gathered to watch short animated clips 
some of  the students had made themselves, with the help of the Association Internationale du Film D’Animation. 

(Swearing-in photo to 
come for this space) 
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Habitat for Humanity® ReStore® offers a 
good deal...and a good deal more! 
Remodeling, downsizing or just get-
ting organized for 2016?  Habitat for 
Humanity® ReStore® could just be 
the place for you! The spacious new 
nonprofit home improvement store 
and donation center, located at 3740 
DeKalb Technology Drive, is now 
open for business offering tremen-
dous savings on appliances, furniture, 
cabinets and a multi-
tude of other household 
items. Proceeds and 
contributions generated 
by ReStore allow Habi-
tat to continue their 
mission of building 
homes, and hope, not 
only locally but around 
the world. This is the 
fifth ReStore to open in 
Atlanta and the only 
one in DeKalb County. 
―We want people to 
know that they can do-
nate items to us, but at 
the same time ReStore 
is a good place for the 
casual shopper to come 
buy goods for redeco-
rating or replacing 
worn out items in their 
home,‖ says Drew 
Meyer, Sr. Director of ReStore Oper-
ations Group. ―We think Doraville is 
a great place to open a ReStore. The 
visibility along I-85 is excellent and 
since 65% of our donations are from 
residential communities, we realized 
Doraville offered many potential do-
nors and at the same time is a high 
trade area where people want to come 
buy items.‖ ReStore provides free 
pick-up of larger donations. About 25
-30% of donations are from corpora-
tions—retailers, wholesalers, manu-
facturers or others with year-end sur-
plus inventory. 
Meyer notes that with ReStore‘s con-
stantly changing inventory and prices 
well below retail that shoppers are 
sure to find something they just can‘t 
live without. The store has a wide 

appeal to all kinds of potential shop-
pers including do-it-yourselfers, 
homeowners, renters, landlords, 
contractors, and interior designers to 
those who just enjoy an old-
fashioned treasure hunt. They‘re 
good for the environment too by 
keeping perfectly good items from 
ending up in landfills. 

―We encourage customers who buy 
an item that may need a little extra 
attention to take it home, repurpose 
it and send us a ‗before‘ and ‗after‘ 
photo for us to post on Facebook,‖ 
says Meyer. ―This will give other 
potential shoppers ideas on just what 
they can do with some of the items 
available at ReStore.‖ 
Since the store has a small staff, 
they rely heavily on volunteers to 
round out their workforce. ―We de-
pend on volunteers for everything 
from helping customers to arranging 
merchandise,‖ he notes. ―Whether 
people enjoy interacting with the 
public or prefer working behind the 
scenes, the chances are good that 
folks with some extra time on their 
hands can find an enjoyable and ful-

filling volunteer position at our 
store.‖ Volunteers are always need-
ed for donation processing, mer-
chandising (arranging and display-
ing items for sale) and for reception 
and check out. Volunteer Open 
House sessions are held throughout 
the year on the first Saturday of each 
month, all beginning at 10:30 a.m. 

Many are familiar 
with the work Habitat 
for Humanity does 
through the efforts of  
former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter and his 
wife Rosalynn. Their 
personal involvement 
since 1984 in Habi-
tat‘s ministry brought 
the organization pub-
lic visibility and 
sparked interest in 
Habitat‘s work across 
the nation and around 
the world. Through 
the work of Habitat, 

thousands of low-
income families have 
found new hope in the 

form of affordable housing. Church-
es, community groups and others 
have joined together to successfully 
tackle a significant social prob-
lem―decent housing for all. Since 
1976, Habitat has helped 6.8 million 
people find strength, stability and 
independence through safe, decent 
and affordable shelter. 

For more information about Re-
Store, call 770-415-1640 or visit 
http://suburbanatlantarestores.org/ 

Mayor Donna Pittman, far right, helps ReStore officials at the ribbon 
cutting for the new store on November 7. Drew Meyer is third from left. 
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Close races for City Hall 
prove value of every vote 
Those who don‘t subscribe to the notion that every vote counts need look 
no further than the recent race for City Hall spots at elections held in No-
vember. Md A. Naser was elected City Council District 2 representative, in 
a race against Tim Snyder, by a mere 10 votes (400-390), while incumbent 
Pam Fleming won against Julie Newman and remained City Council repre-
sentative from District 1 with a 20-vote margin (401-381). Doraville 
Mayor Donna Pittman defeated Tom Hart with a bit wider margin, 575-
260, while newcomer Shannon Hillard ran 
unopposed for the Council representative 
spot for District 3, replacing Maria Alex-
ander. 
The two newest representatives are opti-
mistic about what they can bring to City 
Council and the things they would like to 
see happen under their watch: 
Shannon Hillard 
A licensed realtor, Hillard and her hus-
band, Charles, have lived in Doraville for 
two years.  They just welcomed their first 
child, Andrew, on November 28. 
When asked why she decided to run for 
City Council, Hillard noted that ―I saw 
there was a need for improvements in the 
community. I enjoy participating in local 
events like the Oakcliff  Estates Easter 
Egg Hunt I helped organize last year in 
English Oak Park. I would like to contin-
ue to bring the ‗togetherness‘ we all 
shared at that event to all the residents of 
Doraville at future events. 
―As a realtor, I plan on using my 
knowledge and expertise in both residen-
tial and commercial real estate to make 
the best decisions for our residents, the 
city and its growth.‖ 

Hillard added that she loves the diver-
sity and rich cultures here and that the 
residents of Doraville are what really 
bring the city to life. 
―I am encouraged by the new growth 
that‘s happening with the Assembly 
and Nexus projects‖ she says. ―The 
positive growth attracts the attention 
of people looking for a city to call 
home. I feel Doraville needs to focus 
on and plan what is best for the city‘s 
residents and their needs.  I would like 
to see the city move away from ap-
pearing so industrialized and move 
towards more community-friendly 
agendas that encourage positive 
growth and that will bring residents 
together as a whole.‖ 
When asked about what priorities she 
hopes to address on the Council dias, 
Hillard listed improved pedestrian 
access, parks, more green space and a 
push for better schools and ways to 
decrease school overcrowding. Other 
items she hopes to address include a 
more efficient city budget and a push 
for more revenue-generating business-
es that are favored by residents. 
―I would like to thank all of those who 

supported me 
in the election 
and let them 
know I am 
greatly excit-
ed to have this 
opportunity to 
serve. I look 
forward to the 
upcoming 
term!‖ 
Md A. Naser 
Originally 
from Bangla-
desh, Naser 
has lived in 

Doraville for 
the past 16 

years with his wife and two daughters. 
For the past seven years he has worked as 
an officer in the DeKalb County Sheriff‘s 
Office. Studying business and commerce 
in college, he worked in retail manage-
ment for nine years before joining the 
sheriff‘s staff. 
―I hope to play a part in city govern-
ment‘s role of moving the city forward so 
we can develop our resources and attract 
more business owners to invest in the 
city‘s future,‖ says Naser. ―I love the 
multi-cultural communities and the diver-
sity that we find here in Doraville. I be-
lieve that by working together we can 
create the best community we can imag-
ine.‖ 
Professional goals on Naser‘s wish list 
include addressing city issues such as 
better schools and neighborhood im-
provements such as better sidewalks, 
building bike lanes, and uniform and fair 
code enforcement.  Just like Hillard, he 
would like to promote green space and 
environmental initiatives citywide. ―I 
would like to see more community out-
reach, public events and activities to 
beautify our city,‖ notes Naser. ―From an 
economic development perspective, I 
would like to encourage businesses to 
create more jobs and develop a Doraville 
Chamber of Commerce to help us meet 
some of these goals. 
―I believe our children are our future and 
that they deserve a good education. I will 
push for improvements in our existing 
schools and look for ways to eliminate 
overcrowding.  We need a Doraville 
High School and should consider the 
option of charter schools.‖ 
As a final thought, Naser philosophically 
adds, ―God gives us a chance to create or 
write our own history every day. I hope 
we can do this together by uniting and 
building Doraville to make it an even 
better place to live.‖ 

Naser Hillard 

At their final meeting as City Council reps, Maria Alexander 
(center) and Trudy Jones-Dean (right) received plaques of ap-
preciation from Mayor Donna Pittman. 



 

A new procedure to calculate occu-
pational taxes for businesses located 
within Doraville city limits was 
adopted by the Doraville City Coun-
cil in October. Ordinance No. 2015-
12 features revised sections 6-608 
and 6-610 of the Code of Ordinance 
to amend the calculation of Occupa-
tion Taxes in Arrears rather than Es-
timated Forward. The amended ordi-
nance should provide an enhanced 
renewal process as the city strives to 
better serve local business owners 
and the overall community. 
Existing Occupational Tax Certifi-
cate (OTC) holders will receive a 
courtesy notice of renewal via mail 
to the mailing address provided on 
previous submitted OTC applica-
tions. Non-receipt of the renewal 
notice does not relieve the business 
owner from the responsibility of re-
newing the OTC. A major change is 
that renewals are now due on or be-
fore March 31 of each year (no long-
er due on December 31 as done pre-
viously). Late fees and penalties will 
be assessed after April 1 and a cita-
tion issued by members of the city‘s 
Code Enforcement team. 
―Individuals, businesses or practi-
tioners must provide a signed Occu-
pational Tax Return attesting to the 
gross receipts and number of em-
ployees of such business or practi-
tioner during the preceding calendar 

year,‖ says Doraville City Clerk 
Sherry Henderson. ―The number of 
employees reported on the return 
should be the number of employees 
employed in the business during the 
previous year, even if a particular 
employee did not start out and/or 
finish the calendar year as an em-
ployee of the business.‖ 
Required documents needed for the 
renewal of a current OTC include:  
 2015 Sales Reports 
 2015 Profit/Loss Statement 
 Signed letter from company‘s 

external CPA stating gross re-
ceipts for 2015 

 Copy of 2015 income tax form 
(such as Form 1120, Form 
1120S, Form 1065, or Schedule 
C) 

 Copy of 4th quarter of 2015 
DOL-4 

Going forward, if a business does not 
continue to operate or terminates 
during the year, the business should 
notify the Business Services Divi-
sion at Doraville City Hall and file a 
final return no later than March 31 of 
the following year. 
For additional OTC information, 
contact the Business Services Divi-
sion at 770-451-8745.  

OTC renewal ordinance amended 
by City Council in October 

Arrival of city’s new leaf truck ap-
plauded by Doraville residents 
―I just saw the new leaf truck in action and 
it was amazing!‖ ―Thank you Doraville for 
the new leaf truck!‖ 
These were just a few of the comments 
emailed to city officials after a new leaf 
truck, the latest addition to the city‘s 
maintenance fleet, began operation in mid-
December.  
The truck will run every two weeks in tan-
dem with the city street sweeper until Feb-
ruary 28. 
Residents are asked to rake leaves to the 

curbside, but not into the street or onto the 
sidewalk. Non-contained leaves ONLY 
will be picked up. The material picked up 
must be free of ALL solid objects, such as 
sticks, bricks, wood, rocks or concrete.  
These items will damage the truck and the 
property owner can be held liable for the 
damage.  
After this year‘s winter season, the truck‘s 
schedule will be from every October 1 
through February 28 annually. 

As citizens use social media to purchase 
items online, remember what has hap-
pened to some who have agreed to pur-
chase/sell items via online outlets such as 
Craig‘s List. In a few of those cases, the 
transactions at appointed meeting spots 
went south and the buyer/seller was ei-
ther mugged or murdered. 
Officers and staff at Doraville Police 
Department (DPD) heard of one horrible 
incident where an innocent person went 
to a gas station to meet someone who had 
agreed on social media to sell a cell 
phone and the seller turned out to be a 
criminal who pulled a gun and robbed the 
innocent person. After that incident, 
Chief John King and the DPD decided to 
make a proactive move. ―At that point, 
we knew we had to make sure the citi-
zens of Doraville were safe,‖ said Chief 
King. As a result, he opened up the park-
ing lot at the police station for citizens to 
make safe e-commerce transactions. 
Chief King also put out a reminder to 
residents noting, ―If a person is not will-
ing to meet you in a safe environment, 
than that transaction does not need to 
happen. The safety of Doraville citizens 
is our first concern and we want people to 
be able to conduct their transactions in a 
safe, well lit and reserved location.‖ 
The City of Doraville police department 
is located at 3750 Park Ave. (across from 
City Hall). The parking lot and the area 
reserved for e-commerce transactions is 
now available for use 24/7 year-round. 

DPD provides safe e-
commerce transaction 
zone for residents 
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It was announced recently that Atlanta 
Gas Light (AGL) will be investing in the 
natural gas delivery system serving parts 
of Doraville through a pressure improve-
ment project. Improving the pressure in 
our community means residents can be 
assured of having natural gas when they 
need it the most – to warm homes during 
cold weather and to run appliances that 
operate on environmentally friendly gas.  
The project is expected to start in early 
January 2016 on Homeland Drive and 
will last up to three months. It will in-
clude installing a new six-inch plastic gas 
main along the road right-of- way. To 
help minimize impacts, AGL contractor, 
Benton-Georgia LLC, will drill in the 
pipeline. There will be a few excavations 
along the length of the street at the con-
nection points at Winter‘s Chapel Road 
and Peachtree Industrial Boulevard and 
possibly a few areas in between. This 
pressure improvement project will help 
AGL maintain the capacity of the system 
as new residential and business customers 
have connected in recent years.  
Once the new line is in place, crews will 
connect existing individual service lines 
from residences on Homeland Drive to 
the new pipeline. This will require a brief 
interruption in service, but residents will 
be notified in advance with a door hanger 
when this work will happen and Benton-
Georgia LLC will coordinate with home-
owners to relight their natural gas appli-
ances.  
The contractor may use temporary resto-
ration measures for yards and the road-
way at the excavation points with final 
clean-up of the area at project comple-
tion. AGL has committed their contrac-
tors to restoring affected areas as near as 
possible to their pre-construction condi-
tion.  
Benton-Georgia LLC has already located 
existing utilities along the road, which is 
an important first step before installing 
new pipe. Residents may notice spray 
painted markings showing where these 
underground utilities exist. The paint 
eventually washes away within several 
months, but it is important that the mark-
ings remain visible during the project to 
protect other utilities and avoid service 
disruptions.  

 

AGL natural gas 
pressure improve-
ment project to begin 
in January 

Doraville landmark, The 
Paul Murphy Boxing 
Club, a Mecca for ama-
teur boxing champs 
Discipline. Character. Excellence. These are among 
the primary values, along with promoting a competi-
tive spirit, that have been the standard bearers for Do-
raville landmark, The Paul Murphy Boxing Club, for 
nearly 40 years. Many people don‘t even realize that 
this internationally-known facility even exists right in 
the middle of the city. But those in the boxing world 
know it as a Mecca for training and a stopping ground 
for many who have gone on to earn major boxing 
championship titles.  
The Doraville Boxing Club was founded in 1978 by 
Doraville Boxing Commissioner Paul Murphy (also a 
former city councilman) first using space in the Do-
raville Community Center before moving to the old 
city maintenance building at 3785 King Avenue, its 
current location. When Murphy died in April, 1999, 
the club was renamed the Paul Murphy Boxing Club in 
honor of his many years of service and dedication to 
the club.  

Never too old to box! L-R 
Master Boxer Jerry How-
ell, 69, from Tennessee, 
Sugar Bert Wells, and Josh 
Dunlap, 72, an Atlanta 
police officer, at last year’s 
Paul Murphy Title Belt 
Championships held at 
Honeysuckle Park 

The club has, over the years, become one of the major boxing facilities in north Geor-
gia producing champions in the Golden Gloves, Junior Olympics, and American 
Boxing Federation.   
In 1996, Olympic boxing athletes from West Africa, the Philippines, and Thailand 
trained at the Doraville facility and went on to win gold and silver Olympic medals in 
the Atlanta games.   Boxers from the U.S. Army‘s 82nd Airborne Division, stationed 
at Ft. Bragg, N.C., have trained at the club as well as world boxing champ Evander 
Holyfield, who grew up in Atlanta. 
Today, the club is operated by ―Sugar‖ Bert Wells, a former protégée of Murphy. The 
facility is also home for Wells‘ acclaimed Sugar Bert Boxing Academy.  ―I was a 
small kid when I started boxing there,‖ Wells recalls. ―When Mr. Murphy died, then-
Mayor Ray Jenkins asked me to continue Mr. Murphy‘s work and it has become a 
major part of my life.‖ 
Murphy originally created the club to help the community and get wayward young-
sters off the street by offering an outlet for ‗letting off steam.‘ ―We have worked in 
the past with Boys and Girls Clubs and organizations like the YMCA to provide a 
place for kids to come and train and get some of their aggression off their chest,‖ says 
Wells. ―We charge what the kids can afford, often determining the price on a case by 
case basis. We will even train some for free if they can‘t afford it.‖ Wells has also 
offered use of the facility to Doraville police officers to train and exercise. ―It‘s all 
about being able to protect and defend yourself,‖ he adds. 
As for the future? In the past, the boxing club has sponsored the Paul Murphy World 
Title Belt Tournament, a three-day event that draws local, national and international 
amateur boxers of all ages. In 2016, that tournament is morphing into the Sugar Bert 
Title Belt National Championship Series that will be held this fall. Throughout the 
year, three national qualifying tournaments are scheduled across America in Branson, 
Missouri (March 4-6);  Punta Gorda, Florida (June 10-12); Columbus, Georgia 
(August 26-28). Top winners in all three qualifiers will be invited to the Sugar Bert 
Title Belt National Championship Series in Orlando, Florida November 18-21. ―In 
the future, I hope we can take the facility to the next level, to be an even better train-
ing ground for future top boxers,‖ says Wells. ―And eventually even bringing TV to 
Doraville, featuring televised bouts of the amateur boxers.‖   
For more information about the boxing club, call 770-457-0003 or go to 
www.sugarbertboxingacademy.com.   
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The Mayor’s 
Annual Tree 
Lighting 2015 

Fresh fruit, roasted marshmellows, homemade ornaments, holiday music and a visit from Santa made for a very fun evening for all. 
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From left, Robert Patrick,  Mayor Donna Pittman, Councilman Robert Patrick, Councilwoman Pam Fleming, 
and Councilman Md Naser assist local businessman Jack Halpern in cutting the ribbon at the newly-renovated 
Bernard Halpern Park. Located at 4150 Tilly Mill Road, this 4-acre city park includes two soccer mini-pitches, an 
open play area, a picnic pavilion, a walking trail and playground equipment. The park was created years ago to 
honor the many civic contributions of the Halpern family. 

Latest phase of city 
paving completed 
in December 
The latest phase in the city‘s street pave-
ment program was completed in Decem-
ber, patching the equivalent of approxi-
mately three surface miles.  
Doraville has approximately 47 miles of 
streets, each with a ―life‖ of about 10 
years. Repairs have to be done on an 
ongoing basis to save the city the cost of 
even further repairs as deterioration ex-
ceeds repairs. 
The winning bid for this particular phase 
went to C.W. Matthews Paving. The 

street portions addressed, in order of 
completion, were: English Oak Drive, 
Tilly Mill Road, Longmire Way, 
School Drive, Pine Street, McClave 
Drive. 

Who’s your favor-
ite volunteer? 
Winston Churchill once said, ―You make 
a living by what you get, but you make a 
life by what you give.‖ Doraville is full 
of individuals who give tirelessly of their 
time to help others either through chari-
ties, civic groups, schools, churches...the 
list is endless. 
We would like to shine a light on local 
volunteers and their causes, so we‘re ask-
ing that you nominate someone you know 
who deserves a little recognition for their 
efforts and the groups they help.  
Selected nominees will be featured in 
future issues of Insight and at the end of  
2016 a Volunteer of the Year will be 
named and honored by Mayor Pittman. 
Send  your nominee‘s information to rob-
ertkelleyatl@aol.com or contact Bob Kel-
ley at 770-457-9872. 

Be of service. Whether you make 
yourself available to a friend or co-
worker, or you make time every 
month to do volunteer work, there 
is nothing that harvests more of a 
feeling of empowerment than being 
of service to someone in need.---
Gillian Anderson 



 

    What’s happening at the 
Doraville Library? 
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January 
Preschool Adventures — (ages 3-5 
years) Stories, songs and more. 
Wednesday, 10:30-11:00 a.m., Janu-
ary 6, 13, 20, 27 
Family Storytime — (for all ages) 
1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month: 
Bring the family for an amazing 
craft, a wonderful story, and a slice 
of pizza! Tuesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
January 5 & 19 
Senior Bingo — (ages 55+) Come 
for an afternoon game of bingo at 
the library. Prizes will be awarded. 
Thursday, January 14, 2:00-3:00 
p.m.  
English as a Second Language — 
Free English conversation class. No 
registration required. Saturday, 
12:00- 1:30 p.m., January 9, 16, 23, 
30 
American Short Stories Group 
Discussion — Join a discussion of 
an American Classic with Dr. Ken 
Johnson, Georgia Perimeter College. 
Copies of each month‘s selection are 
available at the Circulation Desk. 
January: The Long Winter by Laura 
Ingalls Wilder. Saturday, January 9, 
10:30-11:30 a.m. 
 
February 
Preschool Adventures — (ages 3-5 
years) Stories, songs and more. 
Wednesday, 10:30-11:00 a.m., Feb-
ruary 3, 10, 17, 24 
Family Storytime — (for all ages) 
1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month: 
Bring the family for an amazing 
craft, a wonderful story, and a slice 
of pizza!  Tuesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
February 2 & 16 
Senior Bingo — (ages 55+) Come 
for an afternoon game of bingo at 
the library. Prizes will be awarded. 
Thurs., February 11, 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

English as a Second Language —
Free English conversation class. No 
registration required. Saturday, 
12:00- 1:30 p.m., February 6, 13, 20, 
27 
American Short Stories Group 
Discussion — Join a discussion of 
an American Classic with Dr. Ken 
Johnson, Georgia Perimeter College. 
Copies of each month‘s selection are 
available at the Circulation Desk. 
February: A Telephone Call by Dor-
othy Parker. Saturday, February 13, 
10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
 
March 
Preschool Adventures — (ages 3-5 
years) Stories, songs and more. 
Wednesday, 10:30-11:00 a.m., 
March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Family Storytime — (for all ages) 
1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month: 
Bring the family for an amazing 
craft, a wonderful story, and a slice 
of pizza! Tuesday, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 
March 1 & 15 
Senior Bingo — (ages 55+) Come 
for an afternoon game of bingo at the 
library. Prizes will be awarded. 
Thursday, March 10,, 2:00-3:00 p.m. 
English as a Second Language —
Free English conversation class. No 
registration required. Saturday, 
12:00- 1:30 p.m., March 5, 12, 19, 
26 
American Short Stories Group 
Discussion — Join a discussion of 
an American Classic with Dr. Ken 
Johnson, Georgia Perimeter College. 
Copies of each month‘s selection are 
available at the Circulation Desk. 
March: William Bradford vs. Thomas 
Morton on Merrymount 
Saturday, March 12, 10:30 – 11:30 
a.m. 
[Note: Please see the events calen-

dar at the library for more adult pro-
gramming in January-March] 
 
Special Events (January, Febru-
ary, March) 
Saturday Matinee — Inside Out 
(Ages 5 years and over) Emotions run 
wild in the mind of a little girl who is 
uprooted from her peaceful life in the 
Midwest and forced to move to San 
Francisco in this Pixar animated ad-
venture. As Young Riley prepares to 
navigate a new city and attend a new 
school, her emotional headquarters 
becomes a hot bed of activity. Rated 
PG. Saturday, January 23, 2:00 
p.m.—4:00 p.m. Open to first 30 par-
ticipants. Groups of 5 or more, please 
call branch for appointment. 
Make-A-Valentine Card — (Ages 5 
years and over) Come in and create a 
unique Valentine Day's card for that 
special someone. Wednesday, Febru-
ary 10, 3:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m. No reg-
istration required. 

The October book sale raised near-
ly $500 for the Friends of the Do-
raville Library. The group will use 
these funds to support special pro-
grams for children and seniors at 
the library and other activities. 



 

Doraville City Hall 
3725 Park Avenue 
Doraville, GA 30340 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

The City Manager, Mayor and City 
Council are there to serve all citizens.  
Keep the list below handy to contact the-
se city government staff members: 
City Manager Dr. Shawn Gillen 
shawn.gillen@doravillega.us 
Mayor Donna Pittman 
donna.pittman@doravillega.us 
 
Council District 1 
Pam Fleming 
pam.fleming@doravillega.us 
Robert Patrick 
robert.patrick@doravillega.us 
 
Council District 2 
Md A. Naser 
md.naser@doravillega.us 
Dawn O’Connor 
dawn.oconnor@doravillega.us 
 
Council District 3 
Shannon Hillard 
shannon.hillard@doravillega.us 
Sharon Spangler 
sharon.spangler@doravillega.us 

Your City Leaders... 
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Doraville MemoriesDoraville MemoriesDoraville Memories   

Half a century ago, Christmas in Doraville 
guaranteed many youngsters a visit to the 
downtown Atlanta Rich’s department store 
for the annual lighting of the Christmas 
tree.  For local youngsters like Coni and 
Ricky Lang, the trip also meant a ride on 
the Pink Pig train and a visit with Santa. 
Coni and Ricky are pictured here having 
some quality time with the jolly old elf in 
1957 or 1958. Photo provided by Bobby 
Lang. (Courtesy Images of America: Do-
raville.) 


