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This drawing illustrates a portion of the Winters Chapel road improvement pro-
ject. The actual drawing is on display at City Hall. 

 Winters Chapel road project will im-
prove traffic flow, enhance safety 
Increased speed and traffic safety 
issues, a growing flow of cut-
through commercial traffic and 
an increase in pedestrians walk-
ing along Winters Chapel Road 
(WC) have provided the impetus 
for a major road renovation to 
WC from the Hugo Arango Me-
morial Bridge west toward 
Peachtree Industrial Blvd.   
The Doraville City Council re-
cently gave a nod to the project 
and architectural firm Keck & 
Wood Inc. are preparing final 
construction plans. 
“Right now, there are three lanes 
of traffic on WC with two lanes 
on one side and one lane on the 
other,” explains City Manager 
Shawn Gillen. “We will narrow 
the road to two lanes with left 
turn lanes added where needed 
and landscaped islands down the 
middle. What was once the third 
lane, used mostly for right turns 
all the way west down WC, will 
be turned into a 10-foot-wide 
pedestrian/bike trail that will 
eventually give access for walk-
ers and bikers all of the way to 
Dunwoody as a part of Atlanta’s 
master trail plan. 
“Going in the other direction, 

walkers and bikers will eventu-
ally be able to travel all the way 
to Atlanta’s beltline trail sys-
tem. Right now, the walking 
path on WC used by pedestri-
ans is worn and often muddy 
and pooled with water after a 
rain, forcing pedestrians, many 
with children and strollers, to 
step into the roadway, creating 
a safety hazard and impeding 
traffic.” 
Gillen added that speed bumps 
will be included to slow traffic, 
new pedestrian crosswalks will 
be added as well as “don’t 
block the box” signage to help 
prevent intersections from be-
coming blocked. “We recently 
had a fatal accident on nearby 
Tilly Mill Road due to exces-
sive speeding and we are trying 
to be proactive to keep any 
more of these types of accidents 
from happening.” 
Money has been budgeted for 
the project and work should 
begin early next year. 

Be sure to vote Nov. 8 
at City Hall, 3725 Park 
Avenue, 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 



 

From the City Manager’s 
Desk 

By Dr. Shawn Gillen 
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Onward and Upward! 
        By Doraville Mayor Donna Pittman 

Insight is published quarterly for the citizens of Doraville.  Edited by Bob Kelley, 
Doraville Public Information Officer, email: robert.kelley@doravillega.us.  

Easy car tag re-
newal now at 
your fingertips 
Tired of waiting in line to re-
new your car tag or ordering 
the sticker on line and waiting 
for it to come by mail? No 
problem! Residents with regis-
tered vehicles in DeKalb Coun-
ty can take advantage of new 
Georgia MVD Self-Service 
Tag Kiosks found at select 
Kroger grocery stores for a fast 
and convenient alternative 
when completing vehicle regis-
tration renewal.  
The closest Krogers with the 
kiosks are at Embry Hills, 3559 
Chamblee Tucker Road, or in 
Sandy Springs at 227 Sandy 
Springs Place NE. Both stores 
are open 24/7. 
 Tag kiosks use scanning and 
touchscreen technology to se-
curely update vehicle infor-
mation through step-by-step 
instructions and optional voice 
assistance. Simply follow the 
guided on-screen instructions. 
After a successful renewal, 
documents print instantly at the 
kiosk. 
To use a Tag Kiosk: 
* Your vehicle(s) must be reg-
istered in a participating coun-
ty. 
* You must have a val-
id Georgia State driver’s li-
cense. 
* Your address must be cor-
rect on your renewal notice. 
* You must have proof of lia-
bility insurance on file (if ap-
plicable). 
The average transaction takes 
less than two minutes. After a 

(Continued on Page 3) 

Doraville’s senior citizen population is growing thanks 
to the gradual transitioning of our many Baby Boomers 
into their “golden” years. Many of our citizens have 
found that retirement or reaching senior status can open 
many new doors of opportunity.  
First and foremost on many seniors’ list is to find ways to remain active 
and healthy. Two primary sources of activities can be found at the city 
library and recreation arena. At Forest Fleming Arena, classes are of-
fered in tai chi, qi gong, heart healthy low-impact aerobics and Zumba. 
During the summer water aerobics classes are regularly held at the mu-
nicipal swimming pool. As you’ll read on page 7 of this issue of Insight, 
we have seven wonderful city parks for quiet walks or relaxation. 
At the city library, there’s senior bingo once a month, art classes, literary 
discussion groups and volunteers are often needed to help with story 
time for local youngsters. The Friends of the Doraville Library welcomes 
seniors who help with book sales, in keeping the Little Free Library ki-
osks stocked and any number of other activities throughout the year.  
In addition, many area churches, schools, and civic groups can always 
use volunteer help and participation. The Doraville Senior Citizens meet 
once a month for potluck luncheons and are instrumental in collecting 
schools supplies for local schools, conducting beautification projects and 
producing programs honoring our police and city employees. 
Our seniors are the backbone of our community and I greatly appreciate 
all that they do! That’s why Doraville is constantly looking for ways to 
help keep our seniors engaged and healthy and we welcome any sugges-
tions you may have for developing more activities.  
As Susan B. Anthony once said, “The older I get, the greater power I seem 
to have to help the world; I am like a snowball—the further I am rolled, the 
more I gain.” 

There are a lot of great things happening in Doraville.  
In this edition of Insight, you will read about the Win-
ters Chapel Road project slated to begin construction 
next spring and summer.   

Over the next year, our construction projects are focusing on traffic calm-
ing and improved pedestrian safety. Along with Winters Chapel, we will 
be doing work on Oakcliff Road and Chestnut. With the advancement of 
GPS guidance systems, cut-through traffic has increased on each of these 
streets.  Our efforts are intended to protect the neighborhoods and keep 
them safe and walkable.  A recent traffic speed study indicated that speeds 
on each of these streets are excessive and large truck traffic is prevalent.   
On Oakcliff Road, trucks are not allowed yet we continue to see large 
trucks use it as a cut-through.   The redesign of the streets will deter large 
truck traffic on Oakcliff and help reduce the speed of trucks and other 
vehicular traffic.  Thanks again for taking the time to read this edition of 
Insight and enjoy the colorful (and cooler!) fall season. 
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City Hall (770) 451-8745 
Police Dept.  (770) 455-1000 
Emergency 911 
Code Compliance (678) 530-
2006 
Jail (770) 455-1716 
Fire Dept. 911 
Parks/Recreation Dept. (770) 
936-3850 
Library (770) 936-3852 
Public Works (770) 936-3855 
Courthouse  (770) 455-1001 

After being chosen from hundreds of nominations across the state, Oakcliff 
Elementary Theme School received their “School Crasher” makeover Friday, 
July 22 and Saturday, July 23, courtesy of Georgia United Credit Union. 
Georgia United staff worked alongside school and community volunteers in 
partnership with the DeKalb County School District to implement much-
needed improvement projects--like building and grounds renovations--to 
enhance the learning environment for Oakcliff’s students, faculty, and staff.  
School Crashers is a unique program from Georgia United, which offers local 
schools the opportunity to apply for a facility “makeover.”  The goal of the 
program is to bring communities together to support local schools and their 
school systems. Any public, private or parochial school in Georgia was eligi-
ble to submit a 250-word statement why their school should receive a makeo-
ver. The winning Oakcliff entry was submitted by student Chole Riggins. 

Oakcliff Elementary “School Crasher” 
makeover completed this summer 

Doraville “Free Birds” challenge Dun-
woody to benefit baseball game Oct. 13 

Doraville city employees’ softball team, the Free Birds, 
have challenged Dunwoody city employees to a benefit 
ball game at 1 p.m., October 13, at Honeysuckle Park. 
A raffle will be held for a Big Green Egg® grill pack-
age valued at $800. Raffle tickets are $5 each or 5 for 

$20 and can be purchased at Forest Fleming Arena or City Hall. 
Proceeds from the raffle will go to I Will Survive, Inc., a local non-
profit agency for breast cancer survivors.  Halpern Enterprises also 
donated $1,000 to the charitable effort.  

Scenes from the Oakcliff School makeover 

(from Page 2) 

successful renewal, docu-
ments print immediately at 
the kiosk, including registra-
tion certificates, renewal de-
cals, and others. 
Accepted payment options 
include credit or debit cards 
(AMEX, Discover, Master-
Card and Visa) and cash 
where available. 
For more information, con-
tact the Tax Commissioner’s 
office at 404-298-4000 or 
visit their website at:  
www.dekalbcountyga.gov/ta
xcommissioner or 
www.dor.georgia.gaov/mvd-
self-service-centers 

Convenient tag renewal kiosks 
like this one can be found at 
select Kroger grocery stores. 

Tag Kiosks 
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Being successful in today’s com-
petitive and ever changing busi-
ness environment can be a real 
challenge for many small busi-
nesses. But Randy and  Bernard-
ine “Bernie” Richardson, the hus-
band and wife owners of Ad-
vanced Impressions (AI), 3404 
Oakcliff Road, Ste. C-7, have 
managed to defy the odds and 
operate their small screen printing 
business for three decades! 
Richardson began working in the 
screen printing industry in 1975 
while still a high school student in 
Tucker. After getting his associ-
ate’s degree from DeKalb Com-
munity College, he put his entre-
preneurial skills to work, striving 
to become a trusted resource as a 
contract printer for clients who 
specialize in marketing and pro-
motional products that outsource 
their printing. The company’s web 
site proudly boasts that “we print 
what others can’t!”   
Working in tandem with his wife 
and 10 employees, Richardson has 
built his business around printing 
t-shirts, banners, signs and unique 
specialty projects like printing on 
flat surfaces such as cabinet door 
panels and faces for wall clocks. 
 On one recent project, he had to 
print directly on the wall in a sec-
tion of the new National Center 
for Civil and Human Rights muse-
um in downtown Atlanta. That 
section needed to be extra durable 
due to touching by the high vol-
ume of people passing the wall.  

“We can print on almost any kind of 
flat surface, but we mostly do t-
shirts,” notes Bernie Richardson. 
“We have three automatic presses 
that are capable of printing up to 12-
14 colors, a manual press and other 
manual set-ups for printing. We do 
not do some specialty items such as 
cups or calendars.” 
AI has its own inhouse full service 
art department with a trained artist 
on staff to either lay out art provided 
by the client or who can sit down 
with a customer and create original 
art for any project.  
“We often make screens for people 
who do their own printing,” says 
Richardson, “or take a client’s blank 
screens and expose the screens for 
them. We do screens for printing on 
metal coated objects too such as the 
panels that go on machinery like 
washing machines or stovetops.” 
During graduation season, AI also 
prints the corrugated plastic signs 
often seen in front yards that high 
schools overprint the names of new 
graduates on as a fundraiser.   
Originally founded in 1986 in Tuck-
er, AI moved to the Doraville area in 
1992 and officially became a part of 
Doraville in the recent annexation.  
They do work for a number of Do-
raville businesses including Sears 
Craftsman Garage Doors, Illing 
Company (packaging manufactur-
ers), and Motor & Gear Engineering, 
Inc.  
T-shirt customers have included 

Road Atlanta, Cross Keys High 
School, zombie walks in Atlanta, 
family reunions and schools.   
They have also printed directly onto 
rain gear used by DeKalb County 
Sheriff’s Department, banners and 
signs for the 1996 Olympics and 
banners used at the Master’s Tour-
nament in Augusta. 
“We are very proud to be a part of 
Doraville,” adds Bernie Richardson. 
“And we are grateful to have been 
in business for so long, despite re-
cessions and other economic down-
turns. In addition to being in opera-
tion for nearly 30 years, we are 
proud of the fact that many of our 
employees have been with us for 
10-25 years. We have a great team 
here, dedicated to giving our cus-
tomers excellent service.” 
AI’s website can be found at 
www.advancedimpressions.net  

Advanced Impressions hits 30-year milestone 
AI employee Devin Dieterle                                   AI owners Bernie and Randy Richardson AI employee David Miller 

Advanced Impressions specializes in 
marketing and promotional products 
such as t-shirts and signs. 
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K-9 Officer Tryco hon-
ored at The PawStand’s 
first anniversary cele-
bration in September 

This summer, Doraville Mayor 
Donna Pittman and City Man-
ager Shawn Gillen joined exec-
utives from Metro City Bank in 
breaking ground for a new 
bank facility to be located at 
the intersection of Buford 
Highway and McClave Drive. 
Construction is currently un-
derway for the 33,000 square 
foot, three-story corporate of-
fice building located on the 
former site of the old Dogwood 
Motel. It will serve as the 
bank's main banking office, 
housing the bank's corporate 
and administrative offices in-
cluding loan operations, depos-
it operations, accounting, com-
pliance and human resources.  
The new facility is one of the 

first buildings designed and con-
structed under Doraville's zoning 
and architectural design ordinances. 
As part of the bank's agreement with 
Doraville, the project will include a 
redesign of the McClave entrance to 
Northwoods neighborhood.  
 Expected completion of the con-
struction is first quarter of 2017.  

Construction begins on new Metro City Bank 

On September 10, approximately 700 pet lovers and cus-
tomers attended the first anniversary celebration of The 
PawStand, 6251 Peachtree Industrial Blvd (Friday’s Pla-
za). Highlight of the event was presentation of the Ameri-
can Kennel Club’s (AKC) Paw of Courage award to Do-
raville Police Department (DPD) K9 “Officer” Tryko and 
his handler, Lt. Jason Deyette. 
The awards presentation kicked off a full day of anniver-
sary activities for pet owners that included vendor booths, 
music, a pet photo booth, free treat/food samples, canine 
good citizenship testing by the Atlanta Obedience Club, a 
K9 police dog demonstration by the DPD and splash 
zones to allow pets to cool off and enjoy treats. 
A raffle for treat and grooming baskets raised over $4100 
to buy ballistic vests for local K9 police dogs.  A legend 
in the DPD K9 corps, Officer Tryko was honored for his 
heroic efforts in helping capture a criminal suspect. 

He was stabbed in the mouth as he moved in to apprehend the criminal. Despite sustaining a number of punctures 
and lacerations to his tongue and mouth, Tryko healed and returned to full duty in about a month. 
The PawStand has become a favorite shopping destination for pet owners and earlier this year received the DeK-
alb Chamber of Commerce “Emerging Business of the Year” award. 

Atlanta Obedience Club’s Jinnie Strickland (left) 
poses with The PawStand’s Donna Raney and Jen-
nifeer Andreae, Lt. Jason Deyette, Doraville City 
Manager Shawn Gillen and Officer Tryco for 
presentation on behalf of AKC honoring Tryco. 



 

(Continued on Page 9) 
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Doraville offers a wide variety of activities 
for active seniors ranging from seasonal 
water aerobics, monthly luncheons and 
monthly bingo to heart healthy aerobics 
and tai chi. In this issue, the focus is on tai 
chi classes offered weekly.  

Do you have a Senior pro-
gram or event idea you 
would like to organize that 
may receive the support of 
the city for space and pro-
motion?  Contact: 
Carlos Reyna, Office Man-
ager – 770-936-3850, car-
los.reyna@doravillega.us 
Tom McDermott, Event 
Coordinator – 470-294-
2486, thom-
as.mcdermott@doravillega
.us 

Tai Chi classes 
provide a 
healthy dose of 
exercise...in 
slow motion 

China. At the conference, she at-
tended practice sessions taught by 
5th Generation Yang Style Master 
Cui Zhongsan, whose depth of 
knowledge and willingness to share 
it made a huge impression on her.  
In 1996, Holland returned to Beijing 
to train privately with Master Cui 
and upon conclusion of that training, 
he asked her to return to Atlanta and 
teach tai chi. The next year, she 
founded Mei Zhong Yang Style 
Taijiquan Association, USA, origi-
nally based in Inman Park. On 
March 10, 2001, in a traditional 
ceremony in Beijing, Master Cui 
accepted Holland as "duzi," 
(disciple) and in 2004 she opened 
the Mei Zhong training center in 
Decatur and offers satellite classes 
in Dunwoody, Buckhead, Doraville 
and elsewhere.  
In addition to teaching, Holland also 
competes regularly. She has been 
awarded numerous medals in taiji 
forms and weapons divisions at 
martial arts tournaments in both the 
U.S. and China. She also coaches 
Mei Zhong students interested in 
competing.  

Instructor Miriam Holland, left, demonstrates tai chi moves to Jan Helge-
son, center, and Judy Evans at the weekly class offered in Doraville.  

Holland has offered lec-
tures/demonstrations for organiza-
tions such as the Georgia Depart-
ment of Human Resources and the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.  
The study of tai chi primarily in-
volves three aspects: 
•   Health: Tai chi’s health training 
concentrates on relieving the phys-
ical effects of stress on the body 
and mind.  

Every Thursday at 8:30 a.m., a 
group of dedicated exercise enthu-
siasts gather at Fleming Arena in 
Honeysuckle Park for an hour of 
focused Chinese martial arts thera-
py commonly known as tai chi. 
While some forms of the exercise 
are geared toward self-defense, the 
purpose of the Doraville class is 
primarily to promote health 
maintenance.  
Typified for its slow, methodical 
movements, some secondary 
forms of taijiquan (its official 
name) are done at a faster pace. 
Focus is directed at breathing, 
movement and awareness exercis-
es and meditation. With roots da-
ting to ancient China, the exercise 
regime has been popularized over 
the past century and has developed 
a worldwide following. It is recog-
nized for its benefit to health and 
health maintenance and primarily 
focuses the mind solely on slow, 
measured movements to bring 
about a state of mental calm and 
clarity.  
Miriam Holland, instructor for the 
Doraville tai chi classes, has 
worked at mastering her skill for 
over 20 years and is a highly re-
garded teacher in martial arts cir-
cles. She began her training with 
Dr. Xu Tingsen in Atlanta and in 
1995 attended the World Taiji 
Training Conference in Beijing, 
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                    Exercise, playtime for the kids, relaxation…they’re all as close as   

A Walk In The Park!  
Doraville is blessed with over 40 acres of park space spreading over seven major municipal parks 
throughout the city. Perfect for everything from family picnics or quiet walks to playgrounds for 
kids and walking pets, the city’s parks offer something for everyone. Even during the fall, as the 
foliage changes to bright colors, they’re perfect for either solitude or fun activities...you decide! 

Honeysuckle Park, 3037 Pleasant Valley Dr ive, is a 20-acre park featuring Fleming Are-
na (a 17,000 square-foot facility with two basketball courts and two volleyball courts), two 
regulation football/soccer fields that accommodate adult softball, T-Ball and Minor, Major 
and Senior baseball leagues and four baseball fields. All fields are lighted. The park also 
includes restrooms, concession stands, a picnic pavilion and a one-mile walking trail.    

 
Chicopee Park, located on Chicopee Dr ive, off Winters Chapel Road, covers a 
little over an acre and includes playground equipment, a picnic pavilion and a medi-
um-sized playing area. 

 

English Oak Park, 4074 English Oak Dr ive, was completely renovated and up-
graded a few years ago. A little over an acre in size, this park features a playground, 
picnic pavilion, a walking trail and other outdoor amenities. 

Flowers Park, 3740 Park Avenue, is a 4.7 acre park featur ing a 25-meter swim-
ming pool for summer recreation, water aerobics and assorted other activities.  This 
park will undergo major renovation early next year, as part of the new Parks and Rec-
reation Master Plan, with the addition of new playground equipment, picnic facilities 
and a new picnic pavilion.  

Autumn Park, is a 6.3 acre park located between Allen, Autumn, McClave and Ray-
mond Drives in Northwoods. Amenities include picnic area, large playing field and a 
playground. Proposed plans for the park, planned for next year, include a walking trail, 
picnic pavilions, exercise stations, lighting and an area specifically designated for small 
children.  

 
Brook Park, 3193 Raymond Dr ive, is a sprawling 6-acre park that includes two ten-
nis courts (lighted), a picnic pavilion and playground. This park is also slated for major 
renovations in 2017 as part of the city’s Park and Recreation Master Plan.  

 
Bernard Halpern Park, 4150 Tilly Mill Road, was completely renovated this past 
year. The 4-acre park includes two soccer mini-pitches, an open play area, picnic pa-
vilion, a walking trail and playground equipment.  
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December 2 

Be sure to mark your calendars for the Mayor’s Annual Tree Lighting on December 2, 6:30 p.m., 
at City Hall, 3725 Park Avenue. Bring the kids to meet Santa and his elves and participate in holi-
day activities. More details for the event will be announced on the city website, 
http://www.doravillega.us/, closer to the date of the event. 

October 
City Council meeting, City Hall, 
3725 Park Ave., 6:30 p.m., Oct. 3 
Planning Commission meeting, 
City Hall, 3725 Park Avenue, 6 
p.m., Oct. 5 
First Friday Movie Under the 
Stars, Hotel Transylvania 2, Hon-
eysuckle Park, 3037 Pleasant Val-
ley Drive. Doors open at 6:30 
p.m.  Kids Jumper!  Food 
Trucks!  Chick-Filet! Popcorn!  
Movie starts at dusk. Oct. 7 
Senior Citizens monthly lunch-
eon, Civic Center , 3770 Central 
Ave., noon, Oct. 12 
Doraville-Dunwoody employee 
benefit softball game, Honey-
suckle Park, 3037 Pleasant Valley 
Drive, 1 p.m. Proceeds go to I 
Will Survive (breast cancer), Oct. 
13 
City Council meeting, City Hall, 
3725 Park Ave., 6:30 p.m., Oct. 
17 

AARP Defensive Driving class, 
9:30 a.m.-4 p.m., Civic Center,  3770 
Central Ave., Oct. 20 
Friends of the Doraville Library 
Book Sale, Doraville Library, 3748 
Central Ave., 10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., 
Oct. 22 

November 
Election Day, City Hall, 3725 Park 
Ave.  Polls open 7 a.m.-7 p.m.,   
Nov. 8 
City Council meeting, City Hall, 
3725 Park Ave., 6:30 p.m., Nov. 14 
Senior Citizens monthly luncheon, 
Civic Center, 3770 Central Ave., 
noon, Nov. 9 
City Council meeting scheduled 
for Nov. 21 cancelled due to Thanks-
giving holiday. 
City Hall closed, except for  essen-

tial services, due to Thanksgiving 
holiday, Nov. 25 

December 
Mayor’s Annual Tree Lighting, 
City Hall, 3725 Park Ave. Bring 
the kids to meet Santa and enjoy 
holiday treats! Dec. 2 
City Council meeting, City Hall, 
3725 Park Ave., 6:30 p.m., Dec. 5 
Senior Citizens monthly lunch-
eon, Civic Center , 3770 Central 
Ave., noon, Dec. 14 
City Council meeting, City Hall, 
3725 Park Ave., 6:30 p.m., Dec. 
19 
City Hall closed, except for  es-
sential services,  due to Christmas 
holiday, Dec. 26 
City Hall closed, except for  es-
sential services,  due to New 
Year’s holiday, Jan. 2, 2017 
 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
Friends of Doraville Library Book Sale 

                   October 22 
See Library News listing on Page 11 for details! 
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•   Meditation: The focus and 
calmness cultivated by the medita-
tive aspect of tai chi is seen as 
necessary in maintaining optimum 
health (in the sense of relieving 
stress) and in application of the 
form as a soft style martial art. 
•   Martial art: Tai chi is the study 
of appropriate change in response 
to outside forces, the study of 
yielding and "sticking" to an in-
coming attack rather than attempt-
ing to meet it with opposing force. 
The physical techniques of tai chi 
care characterized by the use of 
leverage through the joints based 
on coordination and relaxation, 
rather than muscular tension. The 
slow, repetitive work involved in 
the process of learning how that 
leverage is generated gently and 
measurably increases and opens 
internal circulation (breath, body 
heat, blood, lymph, peristalsis, 
etc.). 
The Doraville classes are Thurs-
days, 8:30 a.m., at the Forest 
Fleming Arena at Honeysuckle 
Park, 3037 Pleasant Valley Drive. 
Cost is $30 per month or $5 per 
class.  If you have any questions, 
Instructor Holland can be reached 
at 404-317-2958 and her web ad-
dress is 
http://www.mz108.com/decaturtai
chi/miriamholland.asp. 

(Continued from Page 6) 

Tai Chi classes 

Last chance to nominate your 
favorite volunteer!  
Winston Churchill once said, “You make a living by what you get, but you 
make a life by what you give.” Doraville is full of individuals who give 
tirelessly of their time to help others either through charities, civic groups, 
schools, churches...the list is endless. 
We would like to shine a light on local volunteers and their causes, so 
we’re asking that you nominate someone you know who deserves recogni-
tion for their efforts.  
The deadline is approaching for nominating a fellow resident for their vol-
unteer efforts. All nominations need to be submitted by December 1. 
In the first issue in 2017, in January, nominees will be featured in Insight 
and a Volunteer of the Year will be named and honored by Mayor 
Pittman.  
Send  your nominee’s information to robertkelleyatl@aol.com or contact 
Bob Kelley at 770-881-3881. 

The Taser International 
Axon Body 2 body camera 

City Council gives green light to body 
cameras for DPD officers 
The Doraville City Council unan-
imously approved an agreement 
for police body cameras during 
the September 19 council meet-
ing.  
The agreement is between the 
Doraville Police Department 
(DPD) and Taser International 
Inc. to provide the force with 40 
body camera units, chargers, and 

dashboard mounting capabilities at a 
total cost of $232,333.65. 
The single-unit on-officer Axon 
Body 2 model camera features in-
clude unlimited HD video, Wi-Fi 
video offload and industry-leading 
security enhancements. 
The new cameras should be pur-
chased and operational sometime this 
fall. 

Stormwater repair projects in North-
woods are now completed 
Doraville Public Works Department 
has completed pipe replacement and 
repair work on an aging infrastruc-
ture system in Northwoods. The 
repairs replaced and/or repaired 
corroded pipes that were installed in 
the 1960’s and early 1970’s in the 
historic neighborhood. 
During the past two years, there 
have been three major stormwater 
projects that have impacted the 
area. The project contractor, GS 
Construction, coordinated the 
project with the public works de-
partment. There were three pro-
jects for Northwoods involving 
repairs on McClave Drive and 
Wheeler Drive. The project was 

completed this summer, but City 
Council had to approve follow-
up warranty work to correct con-
tractor errors in the McClave 
project. The follow-up corrective 
measures are to be completed in 
October and November.  
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Doraville on the go! 

Clockwise from upper left, City Manager Shawn Gillen and Mayor Donna Pittman help owners 
of the new Coaxum’s Seafood Restaurant in Friday’s Plaza, PIB and Tilly Mill Road, cut their 
grand opening ribbon; Doraville Seniors Ronnie and Mary Coggins and Lou Jenkins presented 
Regina Harlem and Kathyrn Jakes at Cary Reynolds School with a cart full of school supplies 
donated by generous Doraville residents; DPD Officer Michael Clanton plays the “bad guy” to 
demonstrate K9 Officer Bongo’s attack skills at The PawStand’s first anniversary celebration; 
crowds gather on the ball field at Honeysuckle Park to watch a Movie Under the Stars presenta-
tion of Star Wars: The Force Awakens; Mayor Pittman speaks to a television reporter during a 
recent media tour of The Assembly hosted by the development’s owners, The Integral Group; in 
July, Doraville police seized nearly 4,000 pounds of marijuana, valued at nearly $2 million, from 
a car initially stopped for traffic violations; Third Rail Studios is nearing completion and should 
soon have movie and tv shows in production.  



 

What’s happening at the  
Doraville Library? 
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October 
American Short Stories 
Group Discussion- Join a dis-
cussion of an American Classic 
with Dr. Ken Johnson, Georgia 
Perimeter College.  Copies of 
each month’s selection availa-
ble at the Circulation Desk.  
October’s short story will be 
Vane Sisters by Vladimir Nabo-
kov.  Saturday, October 1, 
10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Preschool Adventures-(ages 3-
5 years) Stories, songs and 
more. Wednesdays, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. 
Family Storytime- (for all ag-
es) Bring the family for an 
amazing craft and a wonderful 
story. Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Art in the Afternoon-(ages 5-
12 years) Paint a masterpiece! 
Join us for a creative afternoon 
at the library and leave with a 
beautiful work of art. Thursday, 
October 6, 2:00-3:00 p.m. 
Senior Bingo- (ages 55+) 
Come for an afternoon game of 
bingo at the library.  Prizes will 
be awarded.  Thursday, October 
13, 2:00-3:00 p.m. 
English as Second Language- 
Free English conversation class.  
No registration required.  Satur-
days, 12:00-1:30 p.m. 
Chess Club- (ages 10-15 years) 
Come learn and/or play chess.  
For all skill levels. Must regis-
ter and open to first 8 regis-
trants. Saturday, October 15, 
3:00-4:30 p.m. 
Computer Coaching- (ages 
18+) Got questions about your 
email, finding something on the 
web, or a Microsoft 
Word document? Need help 

starting the research process, 
finding good books to read or 
downloading eBooks?  Then 
book a one-on-one session with 
one of our staff.  Thursday, Oc-
tober 20, 10:30-12:00 p.m. 
Friends of the Doraville 
(FODL) Library Book Sale—
Help support the library by at-
tending the Friends of the Do-
raville Library book sale! The 
FODL Book Sale is a good place 
to find gifts for the holidays, and 
this is a great time to pick up 
some real bargains. There will be 
paperbacks, hardbacks, CDs and 
DVDs for children and adults 
priced from 25 cents to $1. You 
will see a great assortment of 
cook books, children’s books, 
popular adult fiction, histories, 
mysteries and recorded books on 
CDs. This is also a good time to 
join the Friends of the Doraville 
Library or renew your member-
ship for the remainder of 2016 
and all of 2017! ($5.00 for indi-
viduals or $10.00 for families, 
business memberships at $50, 
$75 and $100 are also available) 
Book donations for the sale are 
always welcome at the library 
anytime! Saturday, October 22, 
10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

November 
Preschool Adventures-(ages 3-
5 years) Stories, songs and more. 
Wednesdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Family Storytime- (for all ages) 
Bring the family for an amazing 
craft and a wonderful story. 
Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Senior Bingo- (ages 55+) Come 
for an afternoon game of bingo 
at the library.  Prizes will be 
awarded.  Thursday, November 
10, 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

English as Second Language- 
Free English conversation class.  
No registration required.  Satur-
days, 12:00-1:30 p.m. 
American Short Stories 
Group Discussion-Join a dis-
cussion of an American Classic 
with Dr. Ken Johnson, Georgia 
Perimeter College.  Copies of 
each month’s selection availa-
ble at the Circulation Desk.  
November’s short story will be 
First Thanksgiving Day by Jane 
Goodwin Austin. Saturday, No-
vember, 12, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
Computer Coaching- (ages 
18+) Got questions about your 
email, finding something on the 
web, or a Microsoft 
Word document? Need help 
starting the research process, 
finding good books to read or 
downloading eBooks?  Then 
book a one-on-one session with 
one of our staff.  Thursday, No-
vember 17, 10:30-12:00 p.m. 

 December 
Senior Bingo- (ages 55+) 
Come for an afternoon game of 
bingo at the library.  Prizes will 
be awarded.  Thursday, Decem-
ber, 8, 2:00-3:00 p.m. 
English as Second Language- 
Free English conversation class.  
No registration required.  Satur-
days, 12:00-1:30 p.m. 
American Short Stories 
Group Discussion-Join a dis-
cussion of an American Classic 
with Dr. Ken Johnson, Georgia 
Perimeter College.  Copies of 
each month’s selection availa-
ble at the Circulation Desk.  
December’s short story will be 
A Kidnapped Santa Claus by 
Frank Baum.  Saturday, Decem-
ber 10, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
 
 
 



 

Doraville City Hall 
3725 Park Avenue 
Doraville, GA 30340 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

The City Manager, Mayor and City 
Council are there to serve all citizens.  
Keep the list below handy to contact 
these city government staff members: 
City Manager Dr. Shawn Gillen 
shawn.gillen@doravillega.us 
Mayor Donna Pittman 
donna.pittman@doravillega.us 
 
Council District 1 
Pam Fleming 
pam.fleming@doravillega.us 
Robert Patrick 
robert.patrick@doravillega.us 
 
Council District 2 
Md A. Naser 
md.naser@doravillega.us 
Dawn O’Connor 
dawn.oconnor@doravillega.us 
 
Council District 3 
Shannon Hillard 
shannon.hillard@doravillega.us 
Sharon Spangler 
sharon.spangler@doravillega.us 

Your City Leaders... 
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Pop’s Café, also once known as Two Bell Diner, was a Doraville novelty in 1939. Built from two renovated 
streetcars (thus the name “two bell”), it was owned by Jack Cox. The diner was located in the downtown 
Doraville area next to the bowling alley (visible in the background at left), where local youngsters would set 
up pins for Depression-era wages of 2.5 cents per game. (Courtesy Images of America: Doraville) 
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