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Mattress giant Serta Simmons relocating corpo-
rate headquarters to Doraville’s Assembly site  
Serta Simmons Bedding, LLC 
(“SSB”), the largest manufacturer and 
distributor of mattresses in the United 
States, has finalized plans to combine 
all company locations into a single 
headquarters location at Assembly in 
Doraville. The new campus will 
house 500 employees, for SSB and its 
two leading brands, Serta® and Beau-
tyrest®, starting in early 2019.  

“Co-locating SSB’s headquarters and 
our brands on the same campus is an 
investment in our employees and our 
company as we continue to expand 

and strengthen our market leader-
ship,” said Michael Traub, SSB 
Chief Executive Officer. “An inte-
grated and unified work environ-
ment that will foster better collabo-
ration, innovation and teamwork, 
will better support our growth tra-
jectory. This is what our new loca-
tion will deliver.”   

The approximately 210,000-square 
foot facility, which will be built 
and designed specifically for SSB, 
will span five acres and feature an 
Innovation Center and multi-brand 

showrooms. Additionally, Serta and 
Beautyrest will each have their own 
separate and distinct spaces on the 
new campus to maintain brand differ-
entiation.  

“We are delighted to welcome Serta 
Simmons Bedding to Assembly and 
the Doraville community,” said 
Mayor Donna Pittman. “We appreci-
ate their confidence and investment, 
and we look forward to a long and 
fruitful partnership.” 



 

By Regina Williams-Gates 
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By Doraville Mayor Donna Pittman 

Insight is published quarterly for the 
citizens of Doraville.  We appreciate 
and welcome your input. Please contact 
Bob Kelley, Doraville Public Infor-
mation Officer, email: rob-
ert.kelley@doravillega.us.  

Holder Properties is the selected 
developer for the new headquarters 
and Rule Joy Trammell + Rubio 
are the lead base building archi-
tects. Hendrick and Associates will 
design the headquarters’ interior 
and JLL serves as the real estate 
advisor for SSB. Integral is the 
master developer of Assembly.   

“We are thrilled we will be calling 
Doraville ‘home’,” said Traub. 
“SSB is pleased to contribute to the 
growth and development of the 
Doraville community and we look 
forward to further expanding our 
business and joining our teams to-
gether here.”  

About Serta Simmons Bedding, 
LLC  
Serta Simmons Bedding, LLC 
(“SSB”) is the largest distributor 
and manufacturer of mattresses in 
the United States. The Atlanta-
based company owns and manages 
two of the largest bedding brands 
in the mattress industry, Serta®, 
which has five other independent 
licensees, and Beautyrest®. The 
two brands are distributed through 
national, hospitality, and regional 
and independent channels through-
out North America. SSB operates 
32 manufacturing plants in the 
United States, six in Canada and 
one in Puerto Rico.  

Serta (From Page 1) 

Two new four-
color brochures 
have been creat-
ed to help mar-
ket the city. The 
Discover Do-
raville brochure 
and Doraville 

Dining Guide feature, respective-
ly, information about the city 
and the wide selection of dining 
options in town. Copies are 
available at Doraville City Hall, 
Doraville Library and elsewhere 
throughout the city.   

So much is going on in our city! 

First, I want to welcome Regina Williams-Gates as Doraville’s Interim City Manager. 
As you will read on Page 4, Regina brings years of city management experience to the 
job and in her short time here she is already making an impact, overseeing our annual 
city budget, day-to-day operation of the city and code compliance concerns.  

So far this year, we have seen announcements on the latest new business coming to the 
Assembly site (Serta), plans for a new elementary school, and movement on projects 
such as Carver Hills and Nexus. More exciting projects will be announced in the 
weeks and months ahead. With ongoing activities such as Movie Under the Stars, food 
trucks, Friends of the Doraville Library book sale, half-marathons and the annual 
CPACS Tea Walk, we are seeing a renaissance of grass roots socializing that takes all 
of us beyond the realm of cell phones and social media to just talking and interacting 
with each other again.  

THAT is what makes and will continue to make Doraville “The City that Connects!” 
Please come to council meetings and/or reach out to me and your district council rep-
resentatives to share ideas that you, as residents and business owners, would like to see 
happen in Doraville and we will do our best to make more activities happen for you. 
We always welcome your comments and suggestions. 

Everyone have a fun and safe summer!    

It is an honor to serve as Doraville’s Interim City Manager.  Throughout 
my entire career and now in Doraville, I am driven by my commitment 
to the public trust and the public good.  Revering the public’s trust, I 
am dedicated not only to honoring a code of ethics, but operating with 
personal integrity and professional principles.  Second, of equal im-
portance, is serving the public good which means reflecting the interests 
of all stakeholders when forming policy recommendations for the Mayor 
and City Council to consider and making administrative decisions.   

Since officially starting in June, I have been busy getting to know the community and the 
city employees.  I’m doing ride arounds with the Mayor and City Council members, as 
well as driving and walking around on my own.  I have attended a few community events 
and I am meeting citizens and business people.  Being out and about in the community 
will be ongoing, as I look forward to working with everyone.  

Of note over the last month, the city has adopted the 2018 Fiscal Year Budget.  While we 
have financial constraints that do not allow us to simultaneously perform all the capital 
projects we may want to do or create new programs, by and large Doraville is financially 
stable in that we do not have debt as many cities our age do and we have operating re-
serves as suggested by rating agencies.  Not comfortable with the status quo, we will con-
tinuously look for ways to streamline governmental processes, increase efficiencies and 
enhance customer service.   

Another important initiative is that the Mayor and City Council adopted a resolution to 
clearly state that code compliance is a priority in our city.  In turn, the city administration 
has commenced implementation of additional ways to improve neighborhoods by enforc-
ing codes, particularly eradicating existing boarding and rooming houses.  You will also 
shortly see additional public information efforts, as we know that most residents desire 
good neighborhoods, but some may not know all codes in effect or the neighborhood 
standard to which we aspire. 

I look forward to forging partnerships and ensuring Doraville is a “city of choice” in 
which to live, work and play.  
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Mayor Donna Pittman's 2017 Annual State of the City address notes: 
“This is Doraville’s time to shine, this is Doraville’s moment!” 

“This is Doraville’s time to 
shine…this is Doraville’s moment!” 
That was the recurring theme of Do-
raville Mayor Donna Pittman’s State 
of the City address on April 28 at 
Flowers Park as 250+ people gath-
ered in the newly-renovated park to 
hear her comments and then enjoy a 
free concert by A1A, the official Jim-
my Buffett tribute band. The audi-
ence included a variety of local, 
county and state public officials. 

Highlights of Pittman’s speech in-
cluded announcement of plans for a 
new elementary school in the Do-
raville area, updates on local eco-
nomic development projects such as 
Carver Hills, Nexus and planned en-
hancements to New Peachtree Road.  

At one point during her presentation, 
the mayor turned the podium over to 
Stan Eckstut, a principal at Perkins 
Eastman Architects in New York 
City, who shared the latest updates 
on the Assembly project.  

As she has done in past State of the 
City addresses, Pittman took the op-
portunity to thank all city department 
heads and staff and point out major 
milestones they have achieved 
throughout the past year. 

“I would like to start by thanking Dr. 
Shawn Gillen for his four years of 
service as city manager,” Pittman 

noted. “Dr. Gillen has taken the same 
position with the City of Tybee Island 
and on behalf of the city I would like to 
wish him and his family all the best as 
he opens this new chapter in his life. 

“Our police department, under the lead-
ership of Chief John King, handled 
43,287 calls for service, made 2,160 
arrests and 11,869 traffic stops,” she 
added, “in addition to conducting 
12,099 neighborhood patrols, 54 com-
munity engagement meetings and pre-
senting multiple programs to our ele-
mentary schools and various community 
organizations.”  

Pittman praised the ef-
forts of City Library Di-
rector Tammy Henry and 
the local library team for 
circulating 54,648 items, 
hosting 56,853 visitors to 
the library and conduct-
ing numerous programs 
that attracted 2,330 par-
ticipants. Over 500 new 
library cards were issued 
over the past year and the 
library’s collection in-
creased by 37,297 items. 

Also recognized were 
Community Develop-
ment Director Enrique 
Bascuñana and Senior 
Planner Brianna Rindge 

for their updates to the city’s com-
prehensive plan, spearheading the 
Buford Highway LCI and manag-
ing the city’s improvement pro-
jects. Parks and Recreation Direc-
tor Rip Robertson and his staff 
were recognized for their efforts on 
public works and parks and recrea-
tion programs, Corally Rivera and 
her team for managing the city’s 
court system, and Luke Howe for 
his efforts working with developers 
and business owners to bring jobs 
to the city. Additionally, Tom 
McDermott and Bob Kelley re-
ceived kudos for, respectively, 
planning city special events and 
handling Doraville’s communica-
tions/public relations efforts. 

At the conclusion of Mayor 
Pittman’s address, a ceremonial 
ribbon cutting was held re-
dedicating Flowers Park. The old-
est park in the city and home to the 
municipal swimming pool, Flowers 
recently underwent a $1.7 million 
renovation. Capping off the even-
ing was a free concert by A1A who 
entertained the crowd with Jimmy 
Buffet favorites in addition to other 
tropical rock and reggae classics. 
Sponsors for the evening included 
the City of Doraville, Century 
Homes, Waste Pro, Discover DeK-
alb and MARTA. 

Cutting the ceremonial ribbon re-dedicating Flowers 
Park are (l-r) Councilman MD Naser, Mayor Pittman, 
Councilwoman Pam Fleming and Councilman Robert 
Patrick. 

Mayor Pittman delivers 2017 State of the City address in Flowers Park in April 
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More details for each event will be com-
municated to residents as they become 
available. More info at: Doraville Parks 

& Recreation Department (770) 936-
3850 or online at 
http://www.doravillega.us/departments/p
arks_and_recreation/programs.php 

Summer 

 June/July—Doraville Summer 
Camp, North DeKalb Youth football 
and cheerleading registrations 

 June/July—Water Aerobics, City 
Municipal Pool, Flowers Park 

 July 7  Football and Cheerleading 
registration begins, ages 5-13 

 July 14 Movie Under the Stars at 
Honeysuckle Park.  Food trucks open 
at 6:30 p.m. Featured movie: Moana 

 Aug.--Law Enforcement celebration,  
Buford Highway Farmers Market 

 August 1 Soccer registration begins, 
ages 7-13 

 August 11 Movie Under the Stars at 
Honeysuckle Park. Food trucks open 
at 6:30 p.m. Featured movie: Sing  

Fall 

 Sept. 11 Fall sports registration for 
basketball, ages 5-17 

 September 8 Movie Under the Stars 
at Honeysuckle Park. Food trucks 
open at 6:30 p.m. Featured movie: 
Finding Dory 

 October 1 Bu-Hi Half Marathon 
Road Race (See Page 8) 

 October 13 Movie Under the Stars 
at Honeysuckle Park. Food trucks 
open at 6:30 p.m. Featured movie: 
Power Rangers 

 Oct. 14  Center for Pan Asian Com-
munity Services (CPACS) Tea Walk  

 October 21 Fall FODL Book Sale 
(see Page 9) 

 Nov. 8  Doraville Seniors Thanks-
giving gathering 

Winter 

 December—Mayor’s Annual Christ-
mas Tree Lighting; Doraville Toys 
for Tots holiday campaign (Nov.-
Dec.) by the U.S. Marine Corps.; 
holiday movie at Fleming Arena. 

Regina Williams-Gates named 
Doraville Interim City Manager 
On June 1, Regina Williams-Gates offi-
cially became Doraville’s Interim City 
Manager, assuming the duties of Dr. 
Shawn Gillen who recently became city 
manager for Tybee Island, Georgia. 
Williams-Gates brings to the position a 
wealth of experi-
ence gleaned 
from an extensive 
40-year career in 
executive posi-
tions at both local 
and state govern-
ment levels.  

Williams-Gates 
served 12 years as 
city manager for 
Norfolk, Virginia 
and was Nor-
folk’s longest tenured 
city manager and the 
only female and the first African-
American in that position in Norfolk’s 
history.  She managed a budget in ex-
cess of $1 billion and, during her time 
with Norfolk, the city saw tremendous 
growth and redevelopment as she spear-
headed the development of new librar-
ies, recreation centers, office and other 
commercial buildings, while reducing 
the city’s property tax rate. 

Prior to moving to Norfolk, Williams-
Gates was city manager for the City of 
San José, California, the capital of Sili-
con Valley and a large international 
high-tech area.  Again, she was the first 
female and remains the only African-
American to manage San José’s multi-
faceted local government with over 20 
departments, approximately 6,000 em-
ployees, and a total city budget in ex-
cess of $1.7 billion. 

Prior to serving in San José, Williams-
Gates was deputy city manager and 
chief-of-staff for the City of Richmond, 
Virginia.  In addition to her deputy city 
manager duties in Richmond, for a time 
she served as the director of public 
safety.  She first began in Richmond as 
director of personnel. 

Williams-Gates was appointed to nu-
merous boards and commissions by 
several Virginia governors.  Under 
Governor Tim Kaine, she served on his 
State Economic Development Advisory 
Steering Committee.  Under Governor 
Mark Warner, she served on his Gover-
nor-Elect “Put Virginia First” Transi-
tion Committee which provided the 

governor-elect advice and consultation on 
putting his administration together.  She 
also served on Governor Warner’s 
“Secure Virginia Initiative” which was 
responsible for developing the state’s 
domestic security plan. Earlier she served 

under Governor 
Gerald Baliles on 
the state’s Technol-
ogy Procurement 
Advisory Commit-
tee and the Work-
force Development 
Policy Board. 

Born in Detroit, 
Michigan, and edu-
cated in Detroit’s 
public school sys-
tem, Williams-

Gates graduated from high 
school at age 16, attended 

Eastern Michigan University, and re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science degree, 
majoring in English and sociology, with a 
minor in psychology.  She later received 
a Master's degree in public administration 
from Virginia Commonwealth Universi-
ty.  

Williams-Gates was honored in Septem-
ber 2002 as International City-County 
Management Association (ICMA)’s first 
Outstanding Manager of the Year and in 
2003 was recognized by Governing mag-
azine as one of their Public Officials of 
the Year. She was the recipient of the T. 
Edward Temple Public Executive-in-
Residence honor awarded by Virginia 
Commonwealth University, Public Ad-
ministration Program and also received 
the Marks of Excellence Award from the 
National Forum of Black Public Admin-
istrators.  Williams-Gates has received 
numerous other national and local awards 
in recognition of professional achieve-
ments and community involvement. 

She has also provided her management 
skills internationally with management 
consultant engagements in South Africa.  
Sponsored by the United States Aid to 
Developing Countries (US-AID), Wil-
liams-Gates provided management train-
ing and public administration consultant 
services in Cape Town, Johannesburg, 
and other South Africa cities and in Cen-
tral America in Quito, Ecuador.  She has 
also served as guest lecturer at Harvard 
and Stanford Universities and has been 
an adjunct faculty member at several uni-
versities. 

Regina Williams-Gates 
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Before... After... 
Some might call it making lemon-

ade out of lemons:  enacting a key 
component of the city’s Parks & 
Recreation Master Plan while simul-
taneously addressing a serious storm 
water issue has resulted in a newly-
renovated city park and provided a 
solution to drainage problems that 
have plagued Northwoods neighbor-
hood for years. Overall cost of the 
renovation carried a price tag of $1.7 
million.  

The combined project was a win-win 
for Doraville residents and, as Parks 
& Rec Director Rip Robertson notes, 
“allowed us to get the best bang for 
our budget dollars!”   The primary 
targets in the two-for-one renovation 
were Flowers Park, 5921 New 
Peachtree Road (home of the munic-
ipal swimming pool) and the storm 
water/retention pond and retaining 
wall behind the Doraville Police De-
partment (DPD). 

“The storm water plain running from 
MARTA and New Peachtree Road 
behind the DPD east toward Buford 
Highway had created ongoing flood-
ing and other problems for some 
time,” says Robertson. “The storm 
water infrastructure coming from 
New Peachtree, through the old park 
area and into the retention pond be-
low the ‘police wall’ was outdated 
and crumbling.”  

That makeshift retaining wall was 
actually the remains of the old con-
crete bleachers left over from the 
days when a baseball field had occu-
pied the area. “Repairing and updat-
ing the storm water components 
were a big part of the overall renova-
tion budget,” Robertson recalls. 
“The retention pond was expanded 
to handle more water and the retain-
ing wall was not only replaced but 
raised about eight feet in height, 
making the space between the mu-
nicipal pool and the retention pond 
more usable.”  Ultimately an old 
concrete storage building in this 

(Continued on Page 6) 

Two-for-one city renovation project provides “new” 
Flowers Park, storm water updates for residents  



 

The best way to play an active role in how 
your city operates is to attend and partici-
pate in regularly scheduled city govern-
ment meetings and social events. The 
public is welcome at all meetings/events 
listed below: 

• City Council meetings are held the 
first and third Monday each month, 
6:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

• Doraville Planning Commission 
meetings are held the first Wednes-
day of each month at 6 p.m. at City 
Hall. 

• Doraville Downtown Development 
Authority meetings are held quarter-
ly at 6 p.m. at City Hall.  Check the 
city website for meeting dates. 

• Senior Citizens monthly potluck 
luncheon, held the second Wednes-
day of each month at the Doraville 
Civic Center. 
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Meetings 

space between the pool and pond was 
demolished and the area was back-
filled creating room for a new picnic 
pavilion and playground. 

“By having the higher retaining wall 
and larger retention pond, more water 
can be collected there and that should 
ease the flow downstream,” adds 
Robertson. “Initially, we may have a 
few ongoing issues in Northwoods 
and we will address these as line 
items on our 2017-18 budget. By try-
ing to work downstream before you 
fix what’s happening upstream is a 
losing battle, but that has now been 
partially fixed by this renovation. It 
has mitigated water flow with less 
water coming into Northwoods. By 
expanding our capabilities on the 
west side of Buford Highway, we can 
hold more water on this side and re-
lease it at a slower rate. This will en-
hance the improvements we have 
planned to make on the Northwoods 
(east) side of Buford Highway.”  

Updating the area leading from New 
Peachtree Road to the municipal pool 
also proved to be a challenge. The 
old entrance into the park zig-zagged 
past a dilapidated, deserted house 
(now demolished as part of the reno-
vation), weaving through dense un-
dergrowth that camouflaged unwant-
ed vagrants and animals. The steep 

road leading down to the pool was 
“very rough and those weren’t 
speed humps that slowed driving, 
but tree roots that had grown into 
the pavement,” laughs Robertson.  

“We worked with First Baptist 
Church next door to trade land so 
we could realign the driveway to 
feature a new lighted, straight entry-
way that leads down into the park. 
A new traffic light was installed to 
make entry easier from New 
Peachtree, we added a playground 
and picnic tables near the entrance 
(where the old house had been) and 
over time hope to add another pic-
nic pavilion near the playground. 
People only familiar with the old 
layout of the park wouldn’t recog-
nize it today.” 

The newly-cleared and landscaped 
entrance to the park leads to a re-
paved parking lot and numerous 
other additions and renovations in 
and around the pool area. “We re-
surfaced the pool deck, added new 
picnic tables around the pool and 
replaced the chain link/barbed wire 
fence surrounding the pool with a 
wrought iron fence,” says Robert-
son. “Additionally, we added out-
door shower heads for rinsing, new 
bicycle racks, and renovated the 
pool house, something that hadn’t 

been done in a couple of decades. In 
the area around the pool, we installed 
picnic tables and more playground 
equipment and new landscaping. 

“Flowers now looks like a bona fide 
park, somewhere you would want to 
come to swim, picnic and play,” Rob-
ertson continues. “The entire area can 
now be enjoyed as a park…not just a 
swimming pool destination. There is a 
lot less wasted space and it is some-
place the community can have com-
plete access to for their overall enjoy-
ment. We are looking at a lot of dif-
ferent possibilities for ways to use the 
park such as the recent concert featur-
ing the A1A band, food trucks and 
other socializing opportunities.” 

Funding for the park and storm water 
renovation was provided by city gen-
eral funds, city storm water funds, 
and a community development block 
grant. 

Flowers Park, storm water renovations a win-win for residents 

Another one of the new playgrounds added during the Flowers Park renovation 

(Continued from Page 5) 
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When Doraville resident Joanne Carman says that she’s “seen it all,” the chances are 
good that she has…literally. Born five years after the Titanic sank and three years 
before the start of the “Roaring 20s,” this vibrant senior citizen, who just celebrated 
her 100th birthday, has gleaned a century of memories during her lifetime.  

Born Joanne Louise McElroy on June 27, 1917, she grew up in Port Huron, Michi-
gan.  Although she has seen many major milestones over the years, from the advent 
of flight to major conflicts such as World War II and achievements like man landing 
on the moon, one of the biggest “life experiences” that left a deep impact on her was 
living through The Great Depression. 

“I was a teenager when that happened and it was terrible,” she recalls. “People were 
standing in long lines for a piece of bread and sometimes when we drove to Detroit 
we had to keep the doors on the car locked because people would run up and grab the 
door handle trying to steal it, get a ride or whatever. We had to be very careful. My 
father had owned a couple of businesses prior to that time, so we weathered the De-
pression, but still had to be frugal.” 

In 1941, she married Joseph Adix Carman…a union that would last 34 years until his 
passing in 1975. While he was serving in the Navy during WWII, the couple was 
stationed in New York. When her husband was sent to the Pacific arena to fight, Car-
man worked in New York until the war was over. At one point, she worked for Ed-
ward R. Stettinius, who had served as Secretary of State under Franklin Roosevelt 
until FDR’s death in 1945 and who later became the first U.S. ambassador to the 

United Nations. When Carman worked for him, he 
was head of the Liberia Company which partnered 
U.S. financiers with the Liberian government to 
provide funds for Liberia’s development.  

In 1949, the couple moved south to Atlanta when 
Joseph Carman got a job with Arkell, a safety bag 
company. They lived near Oglethorpe University a 
short time before buying a home in the early 1950s 
in Gordon Heights, in what would eventually be-
come the Northwoods Historic District. She has 
lived in the same home on Wilton Avenue for the 
past 63 years and worked many years with the In-
ternal Revenue Service before retiring.  

The Carmans had two children of whom she is very 
proud. Daughter Melissa is a retired librarian from 
Emory University and son Joseph (Joey) danced 
with the Atlanta Ballet before moving to New York 
to dance with the American Ballet Theatre, Joffrey 
Ballet, and the Metropolitan Opera Ballet.  Melissa 
married next door neighbor, Mike Caldwell, and 
the couple have two children, Kathryn and Edward 
(Ted) and live in Peachtree Corners. 

Notable people Carman has met over the years in-
clude Admiral William Halsey, distinguished Ameri-

can fleet admiral in the U.S. Navy, Frank Sinatra (who she met and heard sing before 
he became famous!) and big band leaders such as Tommy Dorsey. She likes all kinds 
of music, even some of today’s styles, but prefers golden oldies.  

Not to be intimidated by today’s technology, Carman is computer literate and often 
reads books on Kindle “because I can make the type larger,” she laughs. She enjoys 
computer games such as Words with Friends and until a short while ago was an avid 
fan of the New York Times’ highly difficult Sunday crossword puzzle. 

Still very spry and astute at 100, she was delighted to receive a special proclamation 
from Doraville Mayor Donna Pittman recognizing her milestone age. “Now I’ll start 
reaching for the next 100 years,” she notes, with a mischievous twinkle in her eye. 

A “century of memories” for Gor-
don Heights’ Joanne Carman 

Joanne Carman 

Christmas ar-
rived a bit early 
this year for 
longtime North-
woods residents 
Wayne and Pat-
ty Barker on 
Allison Drive. 
Baytree Land-
scape Contrac-
tors, a landscape 
company in 
nearby Cham-
blee, chose the 
Barkers to be 

recipients of a front lawn makeover as a 
way to honor a local veteran. The compa-
ny’s business slogan is “Improving 
lives…naturally,” and they have a reputa-
tion for supporting troops and veterans 
by beautifying their landscapes.  

Searching for a local retired combat vet-
eran to receive the honor, several people 
including Mayor Donna Pittman, DPD 
Officer Christopher Justice and North-
woods community leader Bonnie Grey 
Flynt, all put the Barkers’ name up for 
consideration. “We are committed to 
helping others and we wanted to reach 
out to someone in the Doraville commu-
nity,” says Jodie Cannon, vice president 
of business development at Baytree. 
“Orlando Cruz, our operations manager, 
and I met with 
Wayne and Patty 
and listened to 
their needs for the 
front yard land-
scape. We found 
there was a need 
for a complete 
clean-up and 
some serious 
drainage issues. 
We were able to include some beautiful 
flowers and shrubs, sod, a custom drain 
and some concrete pavers.”  

Baytree also removed an old stump in the 
middle of the front yard and planted a 
beautiful maple tree in its place. 

Wayne Barker is a Vietnam veteran and 
Patty is a former concierge at the Ritz-
Carlton Atlanta. The couple has been 
married for 47 years and have two sons, 
Adam and Ashley.     

Northwoods couple 
receives free yard 
makeover from 
nearby landscaper 

Wayne and Patty 
Barker 



 

City Hall (770) 451-8745 
Police Dept.  (770) 455-1000 
Emergency 911 
Code Compliance (678) 530-
2006 
Jail (770) 455-1716 
Fire Dept. 911 
Parks/Recreation Dept. 
(770) 936-3850 
Library (770) 936-3852 
Public Works (770) 936-3855 
Courthouse  (770) 455-1001 

8                                                                                                                                                                                                                     Doraville Insight, Summer 2017                                                                                                                                         

2nd Annual Buford Highway Interna-
tional Road Race slated October 1 

On Sunday, October 1, “foodies” will run, 
walk or ride along Buford Highway and, 
when finished, enjoy the best post-race 
food in the country from 20 of the most 
unique restaurants!  

After the success of the inaugural race last 
year, Buford Highway International Half 
Marathon event organizers are adding 
enhancements for the event and hoping to 
grow turnout. BuHi Half will feature a 
10K, 5K, 2-Mile Stroll and a new 13-mile 
non-competitive bike ride. The half mara-
thon route will use a six-mile stretch of 
Buford Highway (GA SR 13) as it did in 
2016 but, based on participant survey 
feedback, it will also meander through 
some neighborhood streets as well, to 
fully showcase Buford Highway cities 
including Brookhaven, Chamblee and 
Doraville. 

Last year, the 
event drew over 
700 participants 
and volunteers 
from several dif-
ferent countries 
and 14 states. For 
2017, anticipated 
attendance is 
around 1,500, 
again attracting 
participants from 
near and far. The 
event’s tag line: 
“Foodies with a 
running prob-
lem,” highlights 
the unique inter-
national cuisine 

along the Buford Highway corridor and 
finishes in Plaza Fiesta’s large parking 
lot (4166 Buford Highway) with food 
samples, live music and vendors for 
both registered participants and the 
community at-large.  

“We want to bring people who have 
never been on Buford Highway to expe-
rience the variety of family-owned res-
taurants and shops along the route and 
encourage them to return again and 
again with their newly-discovered ap-
preciation,” says Event Director Sean 
Pfister. “The event is designed for those 
who know the area and already appreci-
ate all it has to offer. We want everyone 
to experience Buford Highway for safe 
recreation and fitness as well.”  

The event also has a charity challenge 
component and raises money for six 
charities that serve Dekalb County. This 
year’s charities are: Open Hand Atlanta, 
Hope Laugh Play, The Latin American 
Association, I Will Survive, Inc. (in 
Doraville), Raksha, Inc., Center for Pan 
Asian Community Services, with a few 
more to be added.  

The race will feature a raffle of a $700 
bike from Snyder Cycles (Tucker) and a 
large Big Green Egg (Doraville), a $950 
value, that will be awarded to two ran-
domly selected registrants.  

More information and sign-up instruc-
tions can be found at 
www.buhihalf.com.  

2016 race photos can be found at 
http://truespeedphoto.com/Races/Index.
speed?Race_ID=813 

More information will be provided as 
the race date nears. 

 

New Doraville business 
offers healthy solutions, 
not temporary fixes 
On any given day, it is not uncommon to 
find local residents jogging or walking 
along neighborhood streets or participat-
ing in a number of fitness classes at Flem-
ing Arena (Tai Chi, low impact aerobics).  
For those striving to meet their fitness, 
dietary and nutritional needs, a new busi-
ness has opened here that may be of inter-
est: Max Nutrition Doraville. 

Located at Peachtree Pavilion Shopping 
Plaza, (behind BrandsMart) 6035 
Peachtree Road, Upstairs Ste. C-219, Max 
Nutrition specializes in whole nutrition 
and well-being for the entire family. 
Owned by father-son duo Phillip and Nate 
Gold, they advise and help shoppers se-
lect from an array of nutritional items.  

“We are a part of the Max Muscle Sports 
Nutrition franchise that has been a solid 
leader in the sports nutrition industry 
since 1991,” says Phillip Gold. “They are 
known for offering quality, consistent 
products ensuring the same results every 
time someone takes their supplements. All 
Max Muscle Nutrition supplements are 
manufactured in the USA, using the high-
est quality ingredients sourced domesti-
cally and internationally.” 

The 1,500 square-foot store features 
shelves stocked with items running the 
gamut from weight loss to energy. Prod-
ucts are easy to find in specific sections 
pertaining to protein, sports performance, 
diet/weight loss and health/wellness. 

Both father and son are certified nutrition 
coaches. Future goals include offering 
classes to local high school sports teams, 
providing events for gyms, and speaking 
at local employee wellness programs. 

“We subscribe wholeheartedly to Max 
Muscle’s mantra of providing lifelong 
solutions, not just temporary fixes to indi-
viduals’ nutritional needs,’ adds Gold. 

Contact the store at 770-234-2020 or 
online at www.Maxdoraville.com.   

Nate and Phillip Gold 



 

3748 Central Avenue 
(770) 936-3852 
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July 

Family Storytime (ages 5-9 yrs) – 
Our evening storytime is a fun-filled 
hour of stories, songs and games. We 
will also make a cool craft. Some-
thing fun for the whole family! Tues-
days, 6:30  – 7:30 p.m. 

Pre-school Storytime Adventures 
(ages 2-5 yrs) – Wednesday mornings 
are so much fun at the library. We 
read stories, sing songs, play games 
and make crafts. Wednesdays,    
10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

ESL- English as Second Language 
(ages 18+) – Free English classes are 
held each week at the library. The 
focus is basic English conversation. 
Led by volunteers from Literacy At-
lanta, this class is an excellent re-
source for those who want to learn or 
improve their language skills. No reg-
istration required.  Saturdays,      
12:00 – 1:30 p.m.    

American Short Stories Discussion 
Group (ages 18+) – Why not join our 
monthly book club? Each month we 
read a short story taken from classic 
American literature. The group meets 
the second Saturday of each month. 
Coffee and refreshments will be 
served. The selection for July is Old 
Mortality by Katherine Anne Porter. 
Copies are available at the circulation 
desk. No registration required. Satur-
day, July 8th, 10:30 –11:30 a.m. 

Senior Bingo (ages 55+) – Grab a 
friend and come to the library to play 
a few rounds of Bingo. Prizes will be 
awarded. No registration required. 
Thursday, July 13th, 2:00 – 3:00 p.m.  

Coloring – It’s not just for kids any-
more! (ages 18+) – Come to the li-
brary for a relaxing afternoon of col-
oring. We have a wonderful variety of 
coloring books to choose from.  See 
why these beautiful and intricate de-
signs are all the rage. Materials and 
light refreshments will be served. No 

registration required. Thursday, July 
20th, 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

August     

ESL- English as Second Language 
(ages 18+) – Free English classes are 
held each week at our library. The 
focus is basic English conversation. 
Led by volunteers from Literacy 
Atlanta, this class is an excellent 
resource for those who want to learn 
or improve their language skills. No 
registration required. Saturdays,   
12:00 – 1:30 p.m.    

American Short Stories Discussion 
Group (ages 18+) – Why not join 
our monthly book club? Each month 
we read a short story taken from 
classic American literature. The 
group meets the second Saturday of 
each month. Coffee and refresh-
ments will be served. The selection 
for August is Pale Horse, Pale Rider 
by Katherine Anne Porter. Copies 
are available at the circulation desk.  
No registration required. Saturday, 
August 12th, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

Senior Bingo (ages 55+) – Grab a 
friend and come to the library to 
play a few rounds of Bingo. Prizes 
will be awarded. No registration re-
quired. Thursday, August 10th,     
2:00 – 3:00 p.m.  

Coloring – It’s not just for kids any-
more! (ages 18+) – Come to the li-
brary for a relaxing afternoon of col-
oring. We have a wonderful variety 
of coloring books to choose from.  

See why these beautiful and intricate 
designs are all the rage. Materials and 
light refreshments will be served. No 
registration required. Thursday, Au-
gust 17th,    2:00 – 4:00 p.m.  

September   

Pre-school Storytime Adventures 
(ages 2-5yrs) – Wednesday mornings 
are so much fun at the library. We 
read stories, sing sings, play games 
and make crafts. Wednesdays,   10:30 
– 11:30 a.m. 

Family Storytime   (ages 5-9 yrs) - 
Our evening storytime is a fun-filled 
hour of stories, songs & games. We 
will also make a cool craft. Bring the 
whole family! Tuesdays,      6:30 -
7:30 p.m. 

American Short Stories Discussion 
Group (ages 18+) – Why not join our 
monthly book club? Each month we 
read a short story taken from classic 
American literature. The group meets 
the second Saturday of each month. 
Coffee and refreshments will be 
served. The selection for September is 
Big Black Good Man by Richard 
Wright. Copies are available at the 
circulation desk. No registration re-
quired. Saturday, September 9th,   
10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 

Senior Bingo (ages 55+) – Grab a 
friend and come to the library to play 
a few rounds of Bingo. Prizes will be 
awarded. No registration required. 
Thursday, September 14th,  2:00 – 
3:00 p.m.  

Mark Your Calendar! 

Friends of the Doraville  
Library Book Sale 

Oct. 21 10:30 a.m.— 3:30 p.m. 

Great bargains for the holidays 

Watch for details! 



 10                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Doraville Insight, Summer 2017                                                                                                                                          

There’s always 
something going on 

in Doraville! 

Clockwise from upper left: Teachers at Cary Reynolds Elementary School express their thanks for gift bags donated through 
a neighborhood initiative coordinated by former councilman Brian Bates. The bags had gift cards, coupons, supplies and oth-
er special treats as a “thank you” in appreciation for all the teachers do for their students; Doraville police staff members got 
into character at Hightower Elementary’s “What do you do with an idea?” reading assembly. Shown (l-r) Officer Justin Sal-
im, Officer Anthony Aponte, Hightower Principal Sheila George, Officer Christopher Justice, Records Clerk Zakeyah Ben-
nett, Sgt. Kari Lopez, Records Clerk Lauren Randall; workers building traffic safety devices along Oakcliff Road; youngsters 
warm up at the Cross Keys free soccer festival in June at Honeysuckle Park; Mayor Pittman (third from right) accepts a 
$300,000 EPA assessment grant from the EPA Brownfields Program Region 4 office to be used for local environmental clean-
up; the Easter Bunny gives a jump for joy as youngsters search for eggs at the 1st Annual Doraville Easter Egg Hunt in April; 
Doraville City Hall employee Dorothy Venable and her pet parrot at the AIA (official Jimmy Buffett tribute band) concert. 
Buffett fans are known as “Parrot Heads;” a crowd settles in for the monthly Movie Under the Stars at Honeysuckle Park.   
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The DeKalb County School District (DCSD) will work closely with Cross Keys-area 
residents on the acquisition of an inhabited property where it plans to build a new ele-
mentary school. 

The DeKalb County Board of Education has approved an approximately $8.2 million 
purchase and sales agreement for the district to purchase a 9.7 –acre property at 
3630 Shallowford Road in Doraville.  DCSD plans to build its new “Cross Keys North” 
(working title) elementary school on the property beginning in 2018. 

The new campus will primarily provide relief to Dresden Elementary and Cary Reyn-
olds Elementary, both of which are over capacity and reliant on portable units for addi-
tional classroom space. The two schools have a combined 42 portable classroom units 
on their grounds as well as one restroom unit at each school. 

"We are very excited about this news," says Doraville Mayor Donna Pittman. "We've all 
been aware of the overcrowding issues in DeKalb County for some time and are elated 
that the school board and staff has taken the initiative to build this new school. And what 
better place than in Doraville!" 

The acquisition will include close coordination with the owners and residents of a 104-
unit apartment complex (Shallowford Gardens) currently in operation at the site. Mone-
tary incentives will be offered jointly by the apartment complex owners and DCSD to 
help residents relocate by the end of August. The current owners of the complex and 
DCSD representatives are meeting with tenants to help them understand the process. 

 “We are excited to add a state-of-the-art elementary school that will get our students out 
of portable units and into permanent classrooms, which is always our aim,” said R. Ste-
phen Green, DCSD superintendent/CEO. “At the same time, we are mindful of the im-
pact this work will have on families, many of whom have children enrolled in our 
schools. We plan to be good neighbors through this delicate process.” 

To allow construction of the new 900-seat elementary school by the fall 2020 opening 
date, current tenants will be provided financial incentives to encourage them to relocate 
using incentives based on the type of lease in place (month-to-month versus a longer 
term). However, no tenant will be required to move out of their apartment prior to the 
expiration of their lease. 

Plans for new elementary school announced 

Court Appointed Special Advocate training planned for August 31 

Stories have appeared in past issues of 
Insight about Doraville volunteers who 
give generously of their time. Here’s a 
new volunteer opportunity that could 
help save or make a difference in a 
child’s life.  

You do not have to be a lawyer or a so-
cial worker to be a Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocate (CASA).  CASA volun-
teers are everyday people, trained by 
DeKalb County CASA and then appoint-
ed by the Chief Judge of DeKalb County 
Juvenile Court to advocate for the best 
interests of abused and neglected chil-
dren.  

For many children, their CASA volun-
teer will be the one constant adult pres-
ence in their life.  DeKalb County CASA 
volunteers work with the Juvenile Court 
and Division of Family and Children 
Services (DFCS) to ensure that all the 
necessary information is collected and 
presented to the court allowing the judge 
to make the best decision possible re-

garding permanent placement of the 
child.   

The DeKalb County CASA Program is 
designed to give abused and neglected 
children in foster care a powerful voice.  
DeKalb County CASA recognizes the 
need for individualized advocacy 
throughout the court process and utilizes 
dedicated, concerned, well-trained citi-
zen volunteers to protect the child’s best 
interests.   

DeKalb County CASA offers two types 
of training sessions: Traditional Train-
ing and Flex Training.  Traditional 
Training meets in-person for 10 ses-
sions.  Flex Training pairs five online 
trainings with five in-person sessions; 
meeting on Thursdays 4-7 p.m.   

The public is invited to attend a volun-
teer informational session hosted by 
DeKalb County CASA at 6:30 – 7:30 
p.m. on Thursday, August 31 at the 
Gregory A. Adams Juvenile Justice 

Center, 4309 Memorial Drive, Deca-
tur, GA 30032.  This session will 
provide an overview of the program 
for those interested in becoming a 
CASA volunteer.  Volunteers must 
attend an informational session and 
complete a screening interview before 
beginning training.  Interviews will 
be scheduled at the meeting. Please 
note, the Traditional Training will 
begin in late-September.  Details such 
as, meeting dates and location, will be 
provided upon acceptance in the pro-
gram.   

For more information or to RSVP for 
the Volunteer Informational Session, 
contact: DeKalb County CASA Pro-
gram, www.dekalbcasa.org or call 
(404) 378-0038. You can also email 
Justine.ferreira@dekalbcasa.org or 
heathermount@dekalbcasa.org. for 
additional information. 

Students “tour the 
world” at Cary Reyn-
olds Elementary’s      
International Day 

“The World Is Ours” was the theme 
for this year’s International Day at 
Cary Reynolds Elementary School in 
Northwoods and, in a presentation on 
May 19, students gathered in the 
school’s cafeteria to “visit” the coun-
tries of Madagascar, Puerto Rico, 
Italy, Brazil, Jamaica, South Korea 
and the United States. 

The popular annual celebration gives 
students the opportunity to learn 
about culture, food, geography and 
history of a list of countries selected 
by the children each year for study. 
The hour-long presentation included 
skits, educational information, music 
and native dress from the seven coun-
tries chosen this year. 



 

The City Manager, Mayor and City 
Council are there to serve all citizens.  
Keep the list below handy to contact 
these city government staff members: 
 
Interim City Manager Regina Gates 
regina.gates@doravillega.us 
Mayor Donna Pittman 
donna.pittman@doravillega.us 
 
Council District 1 
Pam Fleming 
pam.fleming@doravillega.us 
Robert Patrick 
robert.patrick@doravillega.us 
 
Council District 2 
Md A. Naser 
md.naser@doravillega.us 
Dawn O’Connor 
dawn.oconnor@doravillega.us 
 
Council District 3 
Shannon Hillard 
shannon.hillard@doravillega.us 
Sharon Spangler 
sharon.spangler@doravillega.us 

Your City Leaders... 
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3725 Park Avenue 

Doraville, GA 30340 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Following Mayor Donna Pittman’s State of the City address in April, the crowd was treated to a free concert by A1A, 
the official Jimmy Buffett Tribute Band.  Concert attendees danced into the evening to Buffett hits such as 
“Margaritaville” and “Cheeseburger in Paradise” in the newly-renovated Flowers Park. 




